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FRANCE AHOY! — (Oh, Gosh, sorry it’s Folkestone) 


A daring crew of landlubbers from the West Ham and Hammersmith Colleges built this 
raft and endeavoured to cross the channel and invade Calais, but were turned back by 
rough seas and had to be towed back into Folkestone Harbour. It was part of their Rag Week 
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C. Lees thinks everyone should leave home 
if possible 


THE ONLY TROUBLE with being asked to 
give an account of one’s background is 
that it is difficult to know just how far 
to go back with out being boring or just 
plain dull. So for my part, I shall start 
about five years ago. 

At this time I was just finishing my 
schooling and training in boot and shoe 
repair at Lord Mayor Treloar College, 
Alton, Hants. At this time I was also 
fortunate in passing the City and Guilds 
exam. (Intermediate) in footwear. 

After this I was left with a strong feel- 
ing that it is vital for spastics to go away 
from home for a period, if they are to 
become adult in every respect. If this 
article ever gets read, I feel sure that 
many will say that I am hard on this 
point, well maybe I am, but it was only 
after trying to get over intense homesick- 
ness and three months sheer hell, that I 
realised that this was a vital step in my 
development. So I ask all parents to take 
the long term view when deciding whether 
or not their son or daughter should leave 
home to be trained and educated. 


Trying to find that Job 

The first step in this direction shortly 
after leaving school was to make myself 
known to the labour exchange. This was 
followed by a complete tour of boot and 
shoe factories which gave me my first in- 
sight into the difficulties of getting man- 
agements to understand that one can give 
good and loyal service at work given a 
chance. 

In fairness I also had to learn a lot 
about my attitude to my handicap and 
the problems it created. Having drawn a 
complete blank. I then decided to con- 
tact the Society, having put the idea out 


2 


the friendliness of the people of 


Birmingham has done much to make 


Life at Broadstones 


a pleasant one, says C. LEES 


of my head that I was god’s gift to in- 
dustry. I then received the first of many 
letters from the Society to say that one 
of the Society’s Social Workers would be 
calling to discuss my prospects of em- 
ployment. 

It was at this point that I took a major 
step in my life and decided to ignore the 
letter and to go to London under my own 
steam. The journey was a memorable one 
during which I was introduced to public 
transport for the first time. On arrival at 
Park Crescent, I was. met by Mr. Allman 
who spent the next forty minutes trying 
to extricate me from the taxi, which 
turned out to be a mile-stone on my road 
to independence. 


A Dream Come True 


After my first visit to Park Crescent, I 
went there with a regularity which must 
at times have driven everyone mad. It 
was during one of these visits, that Miss 
Brownjohn announced that ONE DAY 
the Society intended building a Residen- 
tial Centre in Birmingham. In my par- 
ticular case that day of days took around 
three years to become a reality, but a 
reality well worth waiting for. 


The hostel in its entirety has been 


purpose-built with the disabled very much. 


in mind. To begin with all the rooms in 
the hostel are hexagonal in shape which 
presents several difficulties to newcomers 
who tend to get lost around those never- 
ending corners. On the other hand, one 
is forcibly struck, on entering the hostel, 
by the extreme material comfort in 
which no expense seems to have been 
spared. I can still recall my impression on 
seeing the outside of the hostel for the 
first time; to me, it seemed to resemble 
an open prison, however once inside this 
impression is soon dispelled. 


Social Life at Broadstones 


Although we are encouraged to seek our 
own social life, we have recently started to 
put on a varied programme of trips to 
London to The All Star Show and to 
Wembley Ice Show, Our most recent ex- 
ploit was to a Concert at Birmingham 
Town Hall. 

This was a night to remember because 


apart from the wonderful music, we suc- 
ceeded in holding up the entire Birming- 
ham Symphony Orchestra while we got 
seated. 

During the past fourteen months we 
have also formed a Residents’ Committee, 
which is responsible for the organisation 
of the trips and also for hearing, and if 
possible, correcting residents’ complaints 
on food, lighting, heating, etc. Before 
leaving the subject of outings I feel I 
should add that in my view it is unwise 
to Over-organise spastics with regard to 
outings as it tends to make them lethar- 
gic and to create the feeling that since 
things are laid on for them they will 
always be that way. 


The Royal Visit 

The social event of the year was with- 
out doubt the visit of Princess Marina, 
Duchess of Kent, to the Hostel and 
Works. As you can imagine the whole 
routine of the place was disrupted for 
days before the visit. On the actual day 
of the visit there was a complete trans- 
formation, flowers grew from pots which 
only hours before had been empty. In 
short the atmosphere was electric. 

The Princess was taken around the 
works and although she had a very tight 
time-table, she still found time to talk to 
many of us. Personally, I was very struck 
by a point made in Her Royal Highness’s 
opening speech in which she said the 
Society could be justly proud of the work 
it had done since its inception such a 
short time ago. I feel very strongly, that 
we as individuals cannot rest or sit back, 
and that The Spastics Society must go 
forward with courage and determination 
into the future. ‘ 


The Working Day 

This really begins at about 7.40 at 
which time there is a mass descent on the 
dining-hall for the first meal of the day 
which is consumed with quite extraordi- 
nary rapidity in order to be ready for the 
journey to clock-in at the Works—just a 
mile down the road—at 9 a.m. 


The Meadway Works 

The Works is in fact divided into three 
distinct sections, PRINTING at one end, 
ENGINEERING in the centre, and last, but 
by no means least, the ASSEMBLY section. 
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Firstly, let’s consider the printing sec- 
tion. The work here consists largely of 
printing Christmas cards in conjunction 
with Spastic Cards Ltd. This applies, of 
course, only when the cards are in season, 
at other times we have done work for 
Fullers and Kunzell Ltd, putting labels 
on cake-boxes, and also on another occa- 
.sion, we were asked to fold and print 
pamphlets in connection with the Motor 
-Show at Earls Court. The section is in 
fact very heavily mechanised in order to 
be able to achieve the greatest possible 
output of work whenever the need arises. 

We now come to the second of the 
sections in the factory namely the en- 
gineering section. This section is also 
very highly mechanised with electric drills, 
capstan lathes and a couple of fully auto- 
matic machines which turn out small en- 
gineering products, nuts, bolts, etc. A fair 
percentage of the work here is from 
Massey-Ferguson of Coventry. This sec- 
tion has done moderately well since we 
started, but as with other sections, the 
amount of work seems to rise and fall 
due largely to the fact that we rely on 
sub-contract work to keep us going. 

The third and last section is the 
assembly section, this is the least 
mechanised of them all as it is even more 
difficult to plan what work we shall be 
doing for any length of time. The irregu- 
larity of work is one of the things that 
some of us find it difficult to understand 
about sub-contract work is that in order 
to be really useful in a place like this you 
must be prepared to be shifted into any 
Section at any time to any section at any- 
time. Some of the work the assembly 
section has done includes building bi- 
cycles, throttle-clips for S.U. carburetter 
clips for S.U. Carburetters Ltd., switches 
for Crabtrees Ltd and also soldering and 
' packing hair pins. It is in this connection 
of getting work that we could have taken 
a leaf out of Sherrards’ book and em- 
ployed a contract liaison officer. This I 
think would have helped us to get the 
work in a little faster than we have been 
able to so far. 

_sIt would be unfair, I think, to leave the 
works and the work we undertake with- 
out mentioning the works laundry, this I 
think is the most underrated. Strangely 
enough it is at present nearer to paying 
for itself than any other part of the works. 


The Way into the Future 

Although I am very happy and content 
at Birmingham, in my view it still has a 
long way to go if we are to justify its 
building. 
_ As a first step in this direction it is 
absolutely imperative that we integrate 
able-bodied people into the works if at 
all possible. This I feel would utilise the 
work’s facilities to the utmost and at the 
same time help us all to put our handi- 
cap in the true perspective in which it 
should be kept. 
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(Courtesy: Herts Advertiser) 


Christine Ambort assembling tiny parts for internal telephones 


To Sherrards via U.S.A. and Hong Kong 


NDER this headline the ‘Herts Advertiser’ ran the great human story 

about a 20-year-old American girl, Christine Ambort, who has travelled 
half-way round the world before arriving at Sherrards Training Centre. 

Christine is paralysed from the waist down, and was unable to walk 
since the age of one. Her parents, who now live in London, took her in 
the Spring of 1948 to the Burlinghame School, California, where she stayed 
until she was ten. When her father, who is an airline pilot, was transferred 
to Hong Kong, her mother wrote to places all over the world trying to 
find a centre that would both educate and train Christine—without success. 

But whilst in Hong Kong, she had three operations on her legs so that 
she could begin to walk without the aid of calipers. It was then that a 
friend suggested that the Amborts should try Thomas Delarue School, 
which Christine went to in 1957, 

She left in 1964 and went to a centre in Haverstock Hill, assembling 
parts for a plastics firm. 

Now she is getting a systematic training in the workshop at Sherrards 
—and hopes to end up at the Meadway Works, Birmingham. 

It is a great tribute to the work of the Society that this family from 
the States should have found the solution to their problem over here. Mrs. 
Ambort is an active member of the N. London Group too. 
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£1,000 - and no strings 

BEST NEWS OF THE MONTH—in fact for 
many a long month, is that the South 
London Group have most generously pre- 
sented the Society with a cheque for 
£1,000. This magnificent gesture was 
made by the Chairman, Mr. J. J. Fido, 
at a meeting recently attended by the 
London (South) Regional Officer, Mr. 
Alan Henderson, who tells me that he 
was both amazed and delighted with the 
speed the decision was made; it was put 
to the meeting, seconded and carried 
unanimously. The cheque was made out 
and presented to him there and then. 

South London have no bricks and mor- 
tar project of their own, they feel that 
Local Authorities look after their require- 
ments adequately, and’ so they freely 
donated this large sum for the benefit 
of spastics anywhere, in the best way, to 
be decided by the Society. 

Mr, Tony Frank, the Chief Regional 
Officer, discussed this with Mr, Derek 
Lancaster-Gaye, Assistant Director, Ser- 
vices, and it has been decided to use this 
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The Thousand Pound Cheque 


money to pay for alterations to an exist- 
ing cottage in the grounds of Merlyn 
House, West End, Southampton, which 
is one of the Hostels being developed for 
the use of adult spastics. The cottage is 
being prepared to house a married spas- 
tic couple who will be helped by the 
staff from the Hostel where they cannot 
manage on their own. 

Mr, J. J. Fido, the Chairman, Miss 
M. R. Jex, the Secretary and the Treas- 
urer, Mrs. E. O. Parry, and all members 
of the Group, will be pleased to hear, 
no doubt, that a fitting memorial of the 


gift is to be incorporated in the scheme.. 


Mr. Haskell’s Award 


Mr. S, H. HASKELL, who was the Society’s 
Senior Educational Psychologist between 
1960 and 1965, has been nominated to 
receive the 1967 Folke Bernadotte Award. 
This award is offered annually by the 
Folke Bernadotte Foundation for Cerebral 
Palsied Children, Stockholm, Sweden, to 
people outside Sweden who have made 
outstanding contributions. Previous award 


£99 11s. 3d.—that was the year’s astounding total from this one beacon at the Plasnewydd 
Hotel, Bargoed. (L. to R.): Capt. S. B. Davis, Area Collector, Miss Maureen Staffer, T.W.W. 


Announcer, Mr. Brian Kingsley-Davies, 


S. Wales R.O., Mrs. Smith, Mr. Malcolm Roberts, 


Collector, and Mr. George Smith the Licensee 


and views. 


winners have included Dr. R. Mac 
Keith, Dr. T. Ingram and Dr. R. V. 
Saunders. The award consists of a four 
weeks visit to Sweden, where the re- 
cipient lectures at Universities and 
Centres concerned with special education. 
Mr. Haskell is going in October. 

Although he has left the Society, Mr. 
Haskell is still closely concerned with spas- 
tics as he is lecturer in the Education of 
the Physically Handicapped at the Insti- 
tute of Education, where he is concerned 
with training experienced teachers to 
work with physically handicapped chil- 
dren and especially with the cerebrally 
palsied. 


Dr. Dale’s new patient 

A SPASTIC GIRL, Margaret Cummings, has 
been introduced into the B.B.C. Radio 
series, ‘Mrs. Dale’s Diary’. This is a con- 
siderable breakthrough, as the Corpora- 
tion is somewhat chary of mentioning 
specific handicaps and should bring the 
Society to the attention of many parents 
now floundering in the sea of problems 
created by having a cerebral palsied child 
in the family. 

The case was presented most sym- 
pathetically when the girl’s mother, ‘Mrs. 
Cummings’ was heard talking to a doctor 
and also to Mrs. Dale’s daughter, and 
mention was made too, of Thomas Del- 
arue School. 

We are most grateful to the producer, 
Miss J. Graham, for her initiative. 


Susan M..... was fed-up 
A COLUMNIST in the Woman’s Fournal, 
has taken time out to berate an advertiser 
for an advertisement that appeared in the 
pages of Woman’s Fournal. The adver- 
tiser—us: The Spastics Society. The ad- 
vertisement: the pregnant Susan M... . 

I remember saying to Noel Lyster- 
Binns, before he left us what appalling 
bad taste I thought this ad. was—and in 
fact, efforts were made to withdraw it, 
so I would have thought that the Edi- 
torial section of the magazine would have 
warned their contributor of the position, 
after all the space was paid for. 

With that said, let’s face it, the ad. 
was a mistake, and although all readers 
did not apparently disapprove of it, one 
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has come in for some hostile criticism 
about it, and readers of SPASTICS NEWS 
should know that it will not be appearing 
again. 


Ataxic in ICAA film 


THE FIRST SEQUENCE in a new film made 
by the Invalid Children’s Aid Association 
showed an ataxic spastic boy with his 
parents—a heartrending case. It then 
showed various different disablements 
suffered by delicate children these days, 
who formerly would have died at an early 
age, being looked after or trained at the 
1.C.A.A. establishments. 

Cleverly shot, and edited, it is in black 
and white, lasts 22 minutes. It was pro- 
duced by P.R. Film Productions and 
Hereward Films of Bristol. 


Cross-Section of 
the Press 


£120 Raised at York 

York SPASTICS GROUP raised over £120 
for Grimston House at their Easter Appeal 
more than twice the amount collected last 


ON A FINE DAY IN MARCH—Mr. Alan Henderson, London (South) Regional Officer, was 

married to Miss Eileen Keleher, who is Overseas Secretary to the Cheshire Foundation Homes 

for the Sick. Witnesses were (left), Mr. Peter Pope, West R.O., and (extreme right), Mrs. 

Kate Barker, who is Appeals Secretary to the Cheshire Homes. We wish them both all 
happiness—and plenty of winners! 


year. 


A Mean Theft 


THE FATHER OF A 7-YEAR-OLD spastic boy 
from Newport, Mon., has had his bicycle 
stolen. A special seat and footbars had been 
fitted to the bike so that the little boy 
could go for rides with his father. The 
child’s mother said, ‘I hope the thief will 
realise that he is depriving my boy of a 
small enjoyment. He does not get much 
out of life. The thief ought to be thankful 
he can walk and use his arms and hands, 


> 


without stealing. .. . 


(South Wales Weekly Argus) 


Walkers Raise £555 


SINCE THE TIME of Dr. Barbara Moore 
and the Aldermaston marches, long walks 
seem to have become an established Easter 
pastime. On Easter Monday this year, 
more than 140 young people set out to 
- walk from Colchester to Clacton, raising 
money for the local spastics group. Only 
five people dropped out on the way to 
Clacton and forty-one walkers made the 
return journey, including Mrs. Jean Joyce, 
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(York Gazette and Herald) 


who seven years ago, walked 1,000 miles 
from Lands End to John O’Groats. Her 
15-year-old son, Philip, was also in the 
walk. The walkers were sponsored for each 
mile covered and the Colchester Group’s 
target of £500 was exceeded by £55 which 


was sent to Prested Hall. 
(East Essex Gazette) 


Research Grants 

THE SPASTICS SOCIETY will give more than 
£20,000 this year in extramural research 
grants, to help research into the association 
between brain damage and some special 
learning and behaviour difficulties of 


children. 
(County Express, Worcs.) 


Joint Venture 

DURHAM, DARLINGTON-AND SUNDERLAND 
Groups are making a combined effort to 
provide an adult residential centre for 
twenty-five spastics in the area. An appeal 
for £25,000 towards the cost was the sub- 
ject of a radio broadcast by Mrs. Monica 
D. Rowbotham in ‘The Week’s Good 


Cause’ series. Mrs. Rowbotham spoke of a 
30-year-old Durham spastic woman, whose 
elderly mother was no longer able to care 
for her. The daughter had been fortunate 
enough to find a place in a residential 
centre in an adjoining county, but was 
still too far away for her mother to be 
able to visit often. This true story under- 
lined the need for an adult centre within 
a few miles of Durham. The proposed 
venture was expected to cost £75,000, a 
third of which would have to be raised 
locally. 


(Sunderland Echo, Newcastle Journal 
Durham, Chronicle) 


Harry Secombe’s Appeal 
for Swansea 

ANOTHER “‘WEEK’S GOOD CAUSE’ appeal 
broadcast was made recently by comedian 
Harry Secombe on behalf of the Swansea 
and District Spastics Association’s occupa- 
tional therapy unit which will cost £35,000. 
Forty-five spastics are already attending 
daily at the Group’s centre and it is hoped 
that between sixty and seventy will be able 


to attend when facilities are extended. 
(South Wales Evening Post) 
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EAST 
MIDLAND 


‘The hallmark of a good local Society 
is not whether it has a centre, but how 
much it does for spastics’ 

Mr. MICHAEL STOPFORD 


CONFERENCE 


AT THE E. MIDLAND CONFERENCE AT MANSFIELD: (L. to R.), Miss Bradbury, Dr. Martin 


Bax, the Mayor of Mansfield, the Duke of Rutland, the Mayoress of Mansfield, Mr. Wolff 
(Nottingham Group), Mr. R. A. Pedder, Headmaster of Wilfred Pickles School, and Mr. 
Michael Stopford, Projects Secretary 


IT WAS THE AIM of The Spastics Society 
to provide a further 670 residential places 
and about 1,700 day places for spastics in 
the future, said Mr. M. R. H. Stopford, 
Acting Projects Secretary of The Spastics 
Society, when he addressed the East Mid- 
lands Regional Conference held in the 
Centre for the Physically Handicapped at 
Mansfield, Notts. 

Mr. Stopford said it had been intended 
that the Society should spend £6m. on 
development over the next five years. How- 
ever, the Society was at a cross-roads as 
far as its income was concerned, and this 
sum had been reduced to £44m. with the 
possibility of a further review. 

In a brief general survey of the East 
Midlands, Mr. Stopford said there were 
probably about 5,000 spastics in the 
Region. About a thousand of these were 
permanently in hospitals and only about 
II6 were receiving regular services from 
the Society or its Groups, while approxi- 
mately 1,500 received occasional facilities. 
Therefore there were many who needed 
far more help than they were now getting. 

Mentioning individual Groups, Mr. 
Stopford said Grimsby had a big prob- 
lem. 

“They are providing a good service to 
children in premises quite extraordinarily 
sub-standard’ he said. ‘Somehow Grimsby 
and the Society must get together to see 
what can be done, but there are many 
other Groups in the same circumstances, 
and if you multiply Grimsby by 50 it will 
show you something of the task we are 
facing. 

Leicester was giving an excellent day 
service, but its premises were too small. 

‘This is a typical problem requiring a 
partnership basis with the Society because 


this Group, like Grimsby, cannot do it 
alone’ said Mr. Stopford. He added that 
it was hoped to make better provisions 
for adults in this area, and a work centre 
might be built in a few years time. 

Nottingham was spotlighted as a useful 
example to new Groups who were de- 
pressed because they had no centre. 

“The hallmark of a good local Society 
is not whether it has a centre, but how 
much it does for spastics. And Notting- 
ham has achieved more for spastics than 
most other Groups’ said Mr. Stopford. 

He added that adult workshop pro- 
vision had been considered for Notting- 
ham, but no firm plans could be made 
until it was known what the Local 
Authority provision was to be. 

Surveying the rest of England and 
Wales, Mr. Stopford said the biggest 
single problem was the provision of long- 
term residential care for those urgently 
in need of it. There were 500 such people 
on the Society’s waiting lists now, and 
even if the Society’s income and develop- 
ment continued at its present rate there 
would still be the same number waiting 
in IO years time. 

‘If we are to continue to be pioneering 
and successful and thrusting, we have 
got to realise that we cannot carry the 
whole burden ourselves. When the capital 
sum for a new project has been found by 
the Society, we must arrange more sup- 
port from other sources, otherwise we 
shall remain static, and coast along only 
managing to maintain what we already 
have’. ; 

Mr. Stopford said it was quite irrational 
that some local centres received almost 
Ioo per cent of the running costs from 
Local Authorities, some 50 per cent and 
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some nothing at all. Groups must be 
prepared to approach their Local Author- 
ity and firmly ask for help. 

A report on the Region was presented 
by Miss T. A. Bradbury, a member of 
the Regional Advisory Committee, who 
paid a special tribute to the Regional 
Social Worker, Mrs. M. E. Lane. 

During the past year, said Miss Brad- 
_bury, Mrs. Lane had driven 12,000 miles 
to visit more than 500 families. She had 
also sent 2,000 letters, made more than 
1,000 ’phone calls, organised and assisted 
at 28 assessments in London and arranged 
short-term care and holidays. 

Miss Bradbury also praised the help 
given by the Senior Regional Officer, 
Brig. C. V. Halden, and the Regional 
Officer, Mr. T. H. O’Neill. 

‘But they would be the last people to 
claim that the success of their work de- 
pended solely on themselves’ said Miss 
Bradbury. “The Groups are the Society, 
and a brief look at the work of each of 
the Counties within the Region will help 
to convince, if need be, the doubters of 
the value of the Groups’ contribution’. 

Miss Bradbury then summarised the 
work of each County as follows :— 


Derbyshire— 

Has 30 known spastics and is served 
by the Chesterfield and Derby Groups. 
At Chesterfield a new extension to the 
Pine Bank Day Centre is providing care 
for the 16 plus group who previously had 
nowhere to go. An advisory panel of 
experts has also been set up to interview 
each heavily handicapped spastic per- 
sonally to determine the best action in 
each case. 

At Derby the Group has helped the 
Society to provide a therapeutic unit at 
Derby Royal Infirmary where 25 children 
receive special assessment and treatment. 
The Group has also rented Corporation 
property this year for administrative use 
and as a social centre for the *62 Club. 


Leicestershire— 

Served by the Leicester, Loughborough 
and the newly-formed Coalville Group. 

Leicester has provided day care for 
under-fives for some years, but the Centre 
is now inadequate and negotiations are 
in progress with the Society to find more 
suitable accommodation. 

Loughborough has seen the opening of 
Storer House, a multi-purpose unit, and 
the Training College have offered the use 
of their swimming pool. 

Coalville has made rapid progress both 
from the financial and service points of 
view. 

An important recent development is 
_ that the Groups have formed a Leicester- 
shire County Spastics Society made up of 
three delegates from each of the three 
Groups under the chairmanship of Prof. 
Legg. The objects of the new organisation 
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is to seek out and further the welfare of 
spastics throughout the entire administra- 
tive county and to engage in joint ven- 
tures on behalf of spastics. 
Lincolnshire— 

The six Groups in Lincolnshire have 
seen a dream come true in the form of 
the Centre completed last year. The 
Spastics Society made a large grant to- 
wards the cost, but the local Groups 
achieved the remarkable feat of raising 
£30,000. 

At Northampton a new centre has been 
provided by the Local Authority with a 
contribution from the Group. Here many 
hundreds of handicapped people of all 
types will be catered for weekly. 


Nottinghamshire— 

The County Authorities have provided 
a centre for handicapped people at Mans- 
field, and spastics benefit from the occu- 
pational and social sessions held there. 
The Group also holds its committee 
meetings there, and once a month pro- 
vides social entertainment for spastics 
and other handicapped people. 

Nottingham has purchased a new 
double-size holiday bungalow where 120 
spastics and their families enjoyed holi- 
days last year. This year the Group has 


SOUTH EAST 


had to buy another bungalow to cope with 
increased demands. The Group has the 
help. of a psychiatric social worker who 
has undertaken voluntarily to visit adult 
spastics. About 30 university students are 
providing a sitting-in service for parents 
and a group of about 20 young mothers 
have started ‘lunch-cum-discussions’ each 
month. 


* * * 

The Chairman of the East Midlands 
Regional Conference was the Duke of 
Rutland. Also present were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Mansfield, Councillor and 
Mrs. G. Carter. 

A talk on “The Education of the Cere- 
brally Palsied Child with Hearing Loss’ 
was given by Mr. R. A. Pedder, Head- 
master of the Wilfred Pickles School, and 
Dr. Martin, C. O,. Bax gave an address, 
illustrated with film slides, on ‘Recent 
Research on Cerebral Palsy’. 

A special vote of thanks was given to 
Mrs. Doris Kennings and her catering 
committee who had spent nearly a week 
preparing the magnificent buffet luncheon 
and tea. Included on the menu were 
more than 500 pastries baked by Mrs. 
Kennings. 

June Sampson 


‘I do not see why two or three handi- 
capped people should not live together — MR. D. LANCASTER-GAYE 


CONFERENCE 


BOLD NEW PROPOSALS for the Spastics 
Society’s future developments were put 
forward by Mr. Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
Assistant Director, Services, when he 
spoke at the South East Regional Con- 
ference held at Worthing Town Hall, in 
April. 

One suggestion was that the Society 
should set up a number of housing asso- 
ciations where parents could care for 
their spastic children in accommodation 
specially designed for the handicapped. 
Each housing development would have 
a small, central unit with staff who could 
look after spastics when their parents 
were out or take over such jobs as bath- 
ing and feeding when parents were no 
longer able to cope. 

And when parents died? ‘I do not see 
why two or three handicapped people 
should not live together, with the help of 
the staff who previously helped their 
parents’ said Mr. Lancaster-Gaye. He 
warned that it was impossible for the 
Society to go on building more and more 
centres and incurring more and more 
maintenance costs. Instead there must 


be far greater co-operation with Local 
Authorities. ‘We could absorb a substan- 
tial slice of the problem in various parts 
of the country if the Society paid the 
cost of modifying, or adapting, units run 
by Local Authorities so they could accept 
spastics’, he declared, ‘but the biggest 
single problem in this field is the number 
of charities. They run into thousands, 
and in many there is an enormous over- 
lap. In the future there has not only got 
to be greater co-operation between chari- 
ties, but greater rationalisation of their 
aims’. 

Mr. Lancaster-Gaye added that only a 
small proportion of the public seemed 
able to accept that by far the greatest 
problem of The Spastics Society was pro- 
vision for adults. “They fail to realise that 
sooner or later spastic children became 
adults’, he said. 

He spotlighted the problem of adults 
who, after training at one of the Society’s 
centres was unable to find sheltered em- 
ployment ‘co-operation with local indus- 
try could be the answer here’, he said. 

(Continued overleaf) 
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South—East Conference 
(cont’d) 


‘We could guarantee to underwrite the 
cost of training them, providing transport 
and welfare officer and pay for any neces- 
sary adaptation to machinery or premises. 
The cost of this to us would be infinitely 
less than providing our own work centre 
facilities’. 

He warned that, in his view, the Society 
‘Didn’t have a chance’ of opening the 
further eight Family Help Units that had 
been planned. They would cost £75,0c0 
each to build, and the annual maintenance 
bill would be a £4 million. He suggested 
that instead the Society should approach 
Local Authorities, and offer to under- 
write the cost of adapting existing Local 
Authority premises so they could serve as 
Family Help Units not only for spastics 
but for other handicapped people. ‘In the 
past there has been suspicion against us 
on the part of the Local Authorities and 
lack of co-operation on the part of the 
Society’ ,declared Mr. Lancaster-Gaye. 
‘The Society has built units first, then 
approached the Local Authorities. It 
should be the other way round’. 

In his annual report Mr. L. D. Vernon, 
Chairman of the South East Regional 
Advisory Comittee, stated that the forma- 
tion of District Committees had prove¢ 
to be one of the most successful functions 
of the advisory body. Another valuable 
aid to his Committee was that during the 
year the Regional Officer, Mr. H. J. I. 
Cunningham, had prepared a detailed 
analysis of all Groups indicating their 
main function, income, facilities, and the 
number of spastics for whom they cared. 

He urged all Groups to write to the 
Advisory Committee, through the Regional 
Officer, if they had any problems requir- 
ing positive action. 

A talk on ‘Co-operation between the 
Local Authorities and Voluntary Bodies’ 
was given by Dr. D. Wild, M.B., Ch.B., 
Deputy County Medical Officer of Health. 


June Sampson 


Coach for Daresbury 
DARESBURY HALL CENTRE is to have a new 
coach costing £6,000. This total, which 
has taken four and a half years to collect, 
was recently completed by a gift of £1,000 
from the Good Neighbours’ Trust. 
(Warrington Guardian) 


Dr. Denis Wheeler 
elected 
Vice-Chairman 


‘ Dr. D. E. Wheeler, 
C.B.E., B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.LC. 


HE Executive Committee is 

pleased to announce that at its 
last meeting Dr. Denis Wheeler 
was elected a Vice-Chairman. Dr. 
Wheeler, who was Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the 
B.C.W.S. until the amalgamation 
with the N.S.S. in 1963, was Chair- 
man of the Society until he felt 
he had to resign in May of last 
year on medical advice. He will 
share the duties of Vice-Chairman, 
which includes ex-officio member- 
ship of all committees, with Mr. 
A. P. Moira, 

Mr. Burn has previously paid 
tribute to Dr. Wheeler’s ‘drive, 
tact, patience and understanding’. 
As a member of the Executive 
Committee he has never lost touch 
with the Society, and during recent 
months has taken an increasing 
interest in its affairs. We are de- 
lighted to know that Dr. Wheeler 
has now made a complete recovery 
and is able to participate fully and 
actively as an Honorary Officer of 
the Society in the management of 
its affairs. 


£300 for Stamford 

£30 WAS RAISED last season by the Stam- 
ford Spastics Knock-Out Cup cricket 
competition, This brings the total collected 


to £300 in ten years. 
(Peterborough Evening Telegraph) 


‘Spastics and Society’ 
a ‘62 CLUB BOOKLET 


Edited by William Hargreaves, published 

by The Spastics Society (2s. 6d.) 

THIS IS A SYMPOSIUM of the twelve papers 
which were originally given at the Inter- 
national 762 Clubs Conference at Notting- 
ham University last year. This remarkable 
event was attended. by two hundred spas- 
tic delegates, coming from not only all 
over Britain, but also from Austrialia, 
Canada and six European countries, The 
papers, some of which have already been 
published in Spasrics News, fall under 
seven headings, each beginning ‘Spastics 


and ....’. The subjects, ©... Social 
Integration’, ‘. . . Sport’, ‘ . . Leisure’, 
and ‘. . . Work’ were each considered by 


two speakers, while other topics under 
discussion included ‘. . . Transport’ and 
*. . Culture’. : 

These papers were, of course, originally 
intended as speeches rather than written 
essays, and without the personalities of 
the original speakers, perhaps something is 
lost in the transfer to cold print. On paper, 
however, one of the most outstanding con- 
tributions was a piece on ‘Spastics and 
Social Integration’ by Mlle Gertrude Saxer 
from Switzerland, who gave an extremely 
balanced and objective view of the subject. 
Mr. O. Denly’s forceful remarks on the 
design of public buildings must have in- 
fused the proceedings with a fighting 
spirit, while Miss Janet Evans’ speech 
about ‘Spastics and Work’ showed great 
insight into the problems of both the 
employer and the spastic employee. 

Medical science today is finding the 
means of keeping people alive who might 
never have survived, say, ten years ago. 
This applies equally to the victims of 
serious road accidents and to babies born 
with congenital defects such as cerebral 
palsy. Whether we like it or not, this 
means that a very high proportion of the 
world’s future population is likely to be 
severely disabled. This is something 
which should be borne in mind by the 
planners of our brave new cities, as Mr. 
Denly so rightly points out. 

The time is past when cripples were 
hidden away out of shame and ignorance. 
The disabled of the future will certainly 
demand to go out and about within the 
limits of their physical capabilities, In a 
sense, handicapped people living now are 
blazing a trail for those of the future, and 
it is an excellent thing that common prob- 
lems should be thrashed out in public, 
once in a while as they were at Notting- 
ham. If some practical improvements re- 
sult from the discussion—such as pro- 
vision for wheelchairs in public buildings 
—so much the better. 

ALP. 


SPASTICS NEWS, MAY 1967 


. 


Round the Centres: | 


Langside — 


the ‘Unknown School’ 


(A shortened version of a story published in the Bourne- 
mouth Times, specially written for SPASTICS NEWS) 


‘FEW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC seem to be aware of our 
existence’, laments Mrs. Elizabeth Wood, Matron of Lang- 
side School and Training Centre, at Alder Road, Wallis- 
down, nr. Bournemouth. They should. Here for five days 
a week, forty-seven spastic children are catered for, thirty- 
five in the school and twelve in the Training Centre. It 


also provides club facilities for adults. 

Run by the Bournemouth, Poole and 
District Society, with some help from the 
National Society, finance is a problem. It 
is true that the Education and Health 
authorities in Bournemouth provide grants 
and a hospital car service, but running 
costs are a strain. One big cost is that 
of the School Meals Service. Before the 
School had its own kitchen, it used the 
School Meals Service. Now meals cost 
2s. 6d. each to supply. 

Staff however, is not difficult to find, 


A young patient exercising his limbs in the 
physiotherapy department 
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according to Mrs, Wood, ‘the teaching of 
spastic children’, she said, ‘although it 
involves much patient plugging away at 
basic problems, seems to attract a large 
proportion of the teaching profession’. 

There are two assistant teachers, who 
each have a class assistant and two 
remedial teachers who come in volun- 
tarily to give individual tuition to senior 
boys. 

There is a speech therapist, as almost 
all the children have speech or hearing 
defects, and three. physiotherapists. A 
hydrotherapist is fully occupied in the 
beautifully heated hydrotherapy pool, 
financed from an appeal by Richard 
Hearne (‘Mr. Pastry’) launched in 1961. 

The Centre is housed in an attractive 
single-storey building, and the infants in- 
side, playing with sand and bricks, while 
their elders work at maths or discuss 
current affairs, look and sound very much 
like an ordinary school—but of course, it 
isn’t run like one. 


MUSIC, COOKERY 

The head teacher, Miss Sylvia Evans, 
explained the curriculum: 

‘We have a general curriculum, the same 
as in any other school, and the same 
infant, primary and secondary grades for 
children up to the age of 16. 

‘We have a great deal of music. The 
children have a percussion band, which 
they are very fond of. It helps to give 
them the sense of rhythm which many of 
them were not born with. 

‘The girls also have cookery lessons 
once a week, and the boys have Scout 


Some keen learners in the hydrotherapy pool with their instructress 


groups. We find that the Scout test helps 
them with ordinary, everyday activities.’ 

Miss Evans finds that one of the joys 
of working at the school lies in being able 
to experiment with new ideas in education. 


T.V. SERIES 

A small group of backward readers are 
experimenting with the T.V. Looking to 
Read series, and the modern Cuisenaire 
method of teaching mathematics is also 
used. 

This method involves the use of 
coloured pieces of wood, which can be 
arranged in different forms to help the 
children to get a sense of numeric pro- 
portion: two white blocks, for instance, 
make one red block—a simple principle 
which is a big mountain for a spastic 
child to get over. 

At the foot of this mountain lies the 
lack in many spastic children of any 
perceptual, spacial or sensory conscious- 
ness. 

‘So many of them have lacked the ex- 
perience of ordinary young children’, ex- 
plained Miss Evans. ‘Other children can 
crawl about at an early age, touching 
and discovering things for themselves. 

‘But spastic children with spacial diffi- 
culties find it difficult, for instance, to 
come through a doorway without walking 
into a wall, or they try to reach for a cup 
or plate and go straight past it. 

‘Some of them have no idea of the 
body image. They don’t know where their 
own physical parts are, and can’t find 
them. 

“They will look for their pockets on the 

(Continued overleaf ) 
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Langside School 
(cont’d) 


back of their clothing, instead of the 
front, and draw pictures of people with 
the heads or limbs in the wrong places’. 

Special learning apparatus is provided 
for these children and for those with 
more definite physical disabilities, such 
as those who lack the proper use of 
limbs, eyes or ears. 

Cne 16-year-old boy has conquered the 
disablement of his hands by learning to 
type and write with his feet. 

Children in training now have their 
own room. The girls learning cookery 
are often to be seen proudly taking home 
the cakes, buns and tarts they have made. 

There are also lessons in the basic 
things which a spastic finds « difficult: 
washing up, general housework and bed- 
making. 

‘What we are aiming for is for these 
children to be able to run their own lives, 
to go out into the world with confidence 
and to fit into their own social back- 


grounds’, said Miss Evans. 

‘If they can cook a meal, clean up after- 
wards and put things away or set a table, 
it counts for a lot’. 


10 


The youngest set having a great time playing with sand in the infants’ section at Langside 


Round the Centres : 2 


Oxford - the Friendly Centre 
by THE EDITOR 


HAVING WOUND OUT of the maze of one- 
way streets in Oxford, one takes the 
Headington road towards Churchill Hos- 
pital, and, turning into the extensive 
grounds, leaving that enormous structure 
on one’s right, one eventually comes to 
the Oxford Spastics Day Centre. 

This is an unobtrusive single-storey, 
wood-slatted building of simple shape, 
but housing one of the friendliest estab- 
lishments you could wish. 

Wide glass doors lead into the corri- 
dor cluttered with various chairs and bits 
of apparatus, and the principal, part- 
mother, part-matron, part-administrator, 
but wholly efficient and charming, Mrs. 
E. Andrews, comes forward with a smile 
of greeting. The atmosphere is relaxed, 
the walls painted in attractive pastel 
shades, and a murmur of activity arises 
from the play-rooms. 

Twenty-two children attend here and 
nine or ten older ones. 

The day commences with the children 
arriving by cars, provided by the local 
authorities concerned, at half-past-nine. 
The area served, stretches across Oxford 


City and County and Berkshire. 

One group consists of children of about 
two years old up to six, with varying 
disabilities. Most of them start to come to 
the Centre for two days a week, and then 
increase their attendance up to four or 
five days a week, as space allows. At five 
years, must of the younger ones have an 
I.Q. test to determine which type of edu- 
cation would benefit them most. 

On arrival, hats and coats are removed, 
and tea and biscuits are eagerly devoured 
—most of the children will have had to 
make an early start from home, and they 
appreciate this refreshment. 

Their time in the morning is occupied 
playing with educational puzzles that help 
them to distinguish shapes and colours. 
Painting too, is extremely popular. 

‘It is wonderful’, says Mrs. Andrews, 
‘to see how engrossed in it the children 
become, and really how surprising the 
results are’. 

Mrs. Andrews has two full-time assis- 
tants, Miss K. Dangerfield, and Mrs. L. 
Burrows. Young volunteers look after the 
children’s ‘class’ and, of course, see to the © 
toilet training, etc., which takes up quite a 
time. The other members of staff are, 
Mrs. K. Musgrave, Mrs. L. Pratt and 
Joan Cromley, aged fifteen. Mrs. Free- 
man, who cleans and launders, and has 
been at the Centre for many years, must 
also be mentioned. 

When not being supervised in a definite 
activity, the kids are happily crawling 
about, walking—or trying to, pushing 
carts, prams, etc., or whatever is best for 
them. Mrs. Andrews is a firm believer 
in the value of sociability, and she finds 
that just being together they help and 
encourage each other, and as all are dis- 
abled, get along well at their own pace. 
This encourages a child who is perhaps, 
just on his or her own at home. 

After lunch, which is sent over from the 
main Hospital kitchen, they have a rest 
on mattresses on the floor. In some cases, 
the assistant will rock the child to sleep 
in her arms, or take particular pains to 
make a little sufferer from some form of 
perseveration more quiet and comfortable. 

When I visited the Centre, an attrac- 
tive young physiotherapist, Miss H. 
Dickinson, was in attendance, encourag- 
ing one little girl, who had come there 
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Mrs. K. Dangerfield in attendance on Tracey Peat and Paul Skelcher at dinner-time 


with very poor muscle tone, to take a 
few steps from her chair to the desk. 
It was wonderful to see her determination 
to do this small task, and the evident 
pleasure with which it was accomplished. 
She had very little speech, but the bright 
intelligence in the brown eyes was evi- 
dent, and she knows how to get her own 
way apparently! 

Another little boy, whose great delight 
was hanging by his arms from a miniature 
trapeze slung from the ceiling, was spin- 
ning round and round: not the best 
therapy, perhaps, but it took the weight 
off his incapable legs and gave him some 
pleasure in activity. 

At half past two, the children are got 
ready to go home, as the cars start to 
arrive at about a quarter to three. 

The older group, which consists of nine 
or ten children from nine years old up to 
the eldest of twenty-one, are all severely 
handicapped, and mostly chair bound. 
The problem of space, as the children get 
older and more younger ones have to be 
taken in, here obtrudes itself, and it is 
not always possible for them to attend 
more than once a week, but a few have a 
full week. 


Each Child has to be Fed 


The staff have to spend more time here 
with care and toiletting as only one child 
can get around, and each one has to be 
fed. 

They spend a lot of time making cards 
for special occasions, such as Mother’s 
Day, calendars, or lamp-shades, and even 
if there is little they can do alone, they 
enjoy sitting together with the others, 
possibly holding a needle or a piece of 
raffia, which makes them feel wanted, and 
part of the group. 

They take great joy in listening to their 
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favourite pop stars on the radiogram too, 
which they feel keeps them ‘up with the 
times’. 

Mrs. Andrews told me that the older 
ones are a grand group who give very 
little trouble. ‘It is a pleasure to work 
with them’, she says—they certainly 
seemed to be a happy lot. And it is, 
without any doubt at all, a boon for their 
families, to be able to relax in the know- 
ledge that their little ones are being taken 
care of. Until the Centre 
opened in 1957, mothers 
had never known what it 
was to be able to go out 
shopping or with their hus- 
bands free, temporarily, of 
care. 

The parents are asked to 
come along when their 
children are attending the 
Centre, to meet the physio- 
therapist, so that the gentle 
exercises needed can be 
explained and then carried 
out alright, when the child 
is at home. 

A paediatric specialist, 
Dr. Brian Bower, is the 
medical adviser and he 
holds monthly clinics at 
which parents are present. 
Every three months too, 
the children are seen by 
the Director of Physical 
Medicine at the hospital, 
Dr. E. M. Mason, when 
once more, parents are 
asked to attend, and pro- 
gress and any problems are 
discussed. In addition, he 
provides the various thera- 


arrangement for which the Group are 
most grateful, keeping running costs 
down, whilst providing the best possible 
facilities. 


This seems to be the emerging pattern 
of the future, to have local centres, either 
attached to a hospital, or even in the 
grounds as here, and there is no question 
that such an arrangement is highly bene- 
ficial—after all, quite a number of doctors 
have no specialist experience of cerebral 
palsy. The Churchill is a teaching hos- 
pital. 


Supported, and run as it is by the Ox- 
fordshire Spastics Welfare Society, who 
are fortunate in having as their President, 
the Countess of Macclesfield and a tire- 
less ex-committee member, Mrs. E. Gill, 
as Centre Sub-Committee Chairman, the 
future of the Centre seems to be assured. 
Mrs. D. Wiggins, Chairman and founder 

: (Continued overleaf) 


pists necessary tO CaITY patricia Jones and Jane Ebsworth seen exercising on parallel 


out the treatment — an 


bars and with a hobby-horse 
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the Oxford Centre 
(cont‘d) 


of the Group as well as Appeals Organ- 
iser, tells me that it is hoped that before 
too long, a third room will be added to 
the Centre to care for the older children, 
for which an appeal is shortly to be 
organised, 

Within that small building, there is 
hope; and I left as the chairs were being 
put into position for a meeting of the 62 
Club. A sign that spastics themselves want 
to contribute to life and not always be on 
the receiving end of a charitable impulse. 


Carole Lucas and Lynne Wiggins being we!- 
comed to the Centre by Mrs. Burrows and 
Mrs. E. Andrews 


Round the Centres: 3 


lhe Hornsey Trust — an example of Co-operation 


IN 1957, A TREATMENT CENTRE for spastics, up in a Church Hall and is now the dren. It was started by the North Lon- 
the first of its kind in London, was set Hornsey Centre for Handicapped Chil- don Spastics Association, but in 1963 
Councillor Peter Rigby became Mayor of 
Hornsey and as a result of his determina- 
tion to help handicapped persons, the 
Hornsey Round Table, the Rotary Club 
of Hornsey, the Mentally Handicapped 
Children’s Society and the North London 
Spastics Association, set up a trust. They 
pooled their resources and found a site 
at Dukes Mews, Muswell Hill. 

The Spastics Society contributed 
£10,000 towards the capital cost which 
totalled £17,000. 

This modern Centre helps 12 spastics 
and 20 mentally handicapped children. 
One large room is divided into two by 
sliding doors. There is a physiotherapy 
room, a play-room, a well-equipped kit- 
chen and many small rooms. 

Once a week, there is a ‘beat’ social 
evening for mentally handicapped boys and 
girls, organised by the Roundabouts Club. 
Soon the North London Spastics Asso- 
ciation will be holding an evening social 
and occupational session on Thursdays 
for teenage and adult spastics. 

The Friends of the Centre and the 
fund-raising committee, under the Chair- 
manship of Mr. S. C. Cole, are always 
thinking of new fund-raising ideas. These 
organisations and the local schools pro- 
vide willing helpers. : 
Two physiotherapists and a team of 
The Matron at the Hornsey Centre, Mrs. Hughes, and a physiotherapist with two of the experienced consultant specialists help the 

children Matron and her assistant. 
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Anita Hunt recounts the lighter side of — 


‘GINGER, TH’RE ERE, where are you, where’s 
“the accommodation list... Ginger’, a 
little man in a suit one size too large 
wearing bifocals over the top of which 
he preferred to peer mournfully, stood 
yelling in the middle of the quad of Uni- 
versity College. When Ginger finally ap- 
peared flourishing a wadge of papers a 
great clatter from the entrance way an- 
nounced the arrival of the equipment van 
from, London, the International Education 
Seminar had in a sense begun. 

The domestic arrangements were sorted 
out in the Butler’s office against a back- 
ground of Radio Caroline and photo- 
graphs of former College Undergrads. 
Exhausted, after tramping half way round 
the College, up endless corridors till I 
felt like Alice, a large armchair in what 
had been the haven of a micro-biologist 
and was now transformed into the Semi- 
nar office, was a welcomed sight. 


One of the Hazards 

One of the hazards of writing to un- 
familiar foreign Professors is that one is 
never actually sure of their sex; the entire 
office staff was therefore somewhat shaken 
when one of two early arrivals from 
Holland turned out to be a lady. The 
Butler, looking ever mournful was heard 
to mutter that he hoped there weren’t any 
more like that. .. 

The following morning I was roused by 
a College Scout who drew the curtains, 
switched on the water heater, and pro- 
duced The Daily Telegraph. The Seminar 
office, in organised chaos, was invaded 
‘by Ginger who thought we might like 
coffee, the micro-biologist possessed cups 
and a kettle and Ginger was despatched 
for coffee and sugar, he returned brand- 
ishing also a jug of what he called ‘cow’. 

A loud rap on the door announced the 
‘Admiral’, a handsome man, Bursar of 
the College. Having determined that all 
was well he was later seen disappearing 
_in the direction of Logic Lane to play 
Real Tennis. Ginger dismantled the bed 
of the micro-biologist to make room for 
a duplicating machine and all seemed 
finally ready for the arrival of the guests. 

By 5 p.m. only a handful of people had 
arrived, but by 6.30 p.m. a great influx 
from some eighteen different countries 
declared that they had spent the entire 
afternoon sitting in Paddington Station 
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The Oxford International 
Education Seminar 


because of a Guards’ strike! 

Formal events began with sherry and 
dinner and from that point it would be 
difficult to recount events in chronological 
order. 

Breakfast the following morning was 
an amazing affair; the Seminar Secretary 
was bombarded with questions ranging 
from the Greek Doctor wishing to be 
introduced to the speakers for whom she 
was acting as chairman, to the German 
who couldn’t shave because he could find 
no plug. 

Sessions took place in the Examination 
Schools down the High in a mock 
baronial hall which probably added to the 
general atmosphere for the foreign guests, 
in spite of hard chairs, but which brought 
back vivid memories for some of the 
speakers who had sat their Finals exami- 
nations when Undergrads there. Papers 
were all of a high calibre and eventually 
the majority will appear in a separate 
publication. 

The psychologists at the Seminar be- 
haved true to character and were always 
to be seen busily going from anywhere to 
nowhere absently humming to themselves; 
one did manage to lose her luggage at 
Victoria Station—and find it again, while 
another got halfway to Oxford, broke 
down, and as if playing snakes and lad- 
ders, returned to base and started out 
again, a third brought a lot of toys. . 

A perceptive and enterprising member 
saw a delightful pictorial advertisement 
of a little boy with his dog Micky stuck 
to the window of an Oxford Children’s 
book shop, a telephone call to the man- 
ager secured the notice which appeared 
propped up on the Seminar office mantle- 
piece reading ‘Have you seen James?” 

Inevitably the duplicating machine 
went wrong and the helpless females 
appealed to Ginger once more, who by 
this time had acquired the further name 
of Ginger Ted. As if from nowhere an 
‘electrician’ appeared to fix the machine. 
Not only was he a College Scout and an 
‘electrician’ but a clairvoyant as far as 
‘the dogs and horses’ were concerned, 
‘The Fossa’ he declared, would win the 
National. 

The Buttery—the best word I have 
ever heard which translated means the 
College bar, possessed a television set. 


The National audience was divided be- 
tween those who had backed “The Fossa’ 
and the academically minded who pre- 
ferred ‘Greek Scholar’—the Buttery 
opened when the barman arrived and 
closed when he went home, on that 
Saturday it housed a miserable ‘electri- 
cian’, the Butler preferred an elbow’s 
width of bar up the High in The Mitre. 

The Seminar photograph was a windy 
affair highlighted by a little Welshman 
who kept running, amidst cheers, between 
the camera and the group muttering 
something about a time exposure. 

The Seminar Director was running his 
car in, being unfamiliar with all its levers 
and knobs, rides in it became a cross 
between a Marx Brothers film and the 
Keystone Cops; it was quite impossible to 
dip the headlamps and shutting the door 
only succeeded in releasing the bonnet, 
and the light switch produced the same 
effect, all five knobs on the radio set pro- 
duced the same station, one was only 
thankful that there was no sliding roof... . 


The Paediatrician plays tennis 


Watching television one is often con- 
fronted with the caption, ‘A Barrister’, or 
‘A Paediatrician’, at the International 
Education Seminar we were honoured to 
have with us “The Paediatrician’. He was 
unmistakable either for the flower in his 
buttonhole or for his frequent appear- 
ances in his tennis clothes. It is rumoured 
he played on an obscure court on the 
outskirts of Oxford. His opponent ap- 
peared at breakfast in a tennis frock, it 
was later discovered that the Scouts had 
been thrown into utter confusion, since 
normally used to trousers at breakfast, 
they were totally incapable of seeing below 
what they took to be a micro-skirt, a pair 
of plimsoles. 

The Seminar would have been sadly 
deprived without “The Paediatrician’ so 
would many of the ladies whom he often 
greeted, and who greeted him with charm- 
ing embraces. 

One will not forget the German party 
who consumed an unbelievable amount of 
‘visky’, the peace of the Shelley Memorial, 
the lady who unconcernedly made reverse 
charge calls to Montreal and Los Angeles, 
nor the foreign lady who declared that 


(Continued on page 28) 
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The Mobile 


Exhibitions take 


the road 


by 
PETER JORDAN 


(Appeals Planning and Research Manager) 


ON 21sT May, 1965, Stirling Moss 
officially opened The Spastics Society’s 
first mobile exhibition vehicle at the 
International Students Centre, London, 
and the stage was set for a new approach 
in our public relations techniques. The 
exhibition took to the road eight days 
later. It was designed to give the public 
a better understanding of the problems of 
cerebral palsy, to show the services to 
spastics provided by the Society and to 
indicate ways in which the public could 
help. 

For the initial tour, which lasted from 
May to November, it was decided to 
cover all Regions and to visit as many 


_ THE ROOTS OF THE soci 
** ARE IN ITS BRANCHES, 


This pane! in the vehicle has been reserved 
for a special display of publicity for local 
Groups, and each one will be asked to provide 
photographs, etc., when their area is visited 
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towns as possible in order 
to gain the maximum ex- 
perience and to. give 
Groups a sight of this 
new medium. In all, 72 
towns were visited, the 
itineraries being worked 
out with each Regional Officer in turn— 
the booking of sites and accommodation 
being done by the staff at Park Crescent. 


Such an ambitious programme, how- 
ever, was not achieved without strain on 
the exhibition staff and it also meant that 
we were unable to spend as much time 
as we would have liked at the more 
attractive sites. Many of the sites allotted 
by the Local Authorities in Group areas 
were also not entirely suitable for the 
job we had to do. For the 1966 tour, 
therefore, it was decided to abandon the 
Regional programme and to concentrate 
mainly on those areas where we could be 
sure of meeting people—largely at sea- 
side resorts. Although this policy paid 
off so far as our objectives were con- 
cerned, nevertheless one could not escape 
a feeling of guilt at the poor coverage 
given to Groups. It was therefore decided, 
after considering all relevant factors, to 
buy another mobile exhibition and to 
revert to the Regional system. The 
Society’s two exhibitions are now on the 
road, operating in the North and South 
respectively. 


From the publicity angle, we have de- 
veloped a system of addressing letters to 
the local Press about a fortnight before 
the visit, explaining the aim of the ex- 
hibition and where it can be seen. In 
addition, the local mayor is invited to 
visit the exhibition, from which we 
usually get good coverage in the Press; 
naturally, we try to ensure that the local 


One of the trailers was towed to Park Cres: 
interested visitors who inspected the strikii 
with Mr. Ronnie Allen (left) and Mr. Lawre 

Mr. James Allen, the , 


Group is kept fully in the picture on what 
is happening. It is only when we manage 
to get newspaper coverage of the mayor 
meeting the chairman of the local Group, 
together with a column on the local 
Group’s activities, that we feel satisfied 
that we have wrested the last ounce of 
publicity from the event. 

How can the local Group itself derive 
the maximum benefit from the visit of the 
mobile exhibition? Firstly, it is suggested 
that the Group’s fund-raising activities 
should be synchronised with the visit or 
immediately following the visit. It should 
be borne in mind, however, that the 
primary aim of the exhibition is to publi- 
cise the nature of cerebral palsy and the 
work being done by the Society and local 
Groups; in consequence, box collections 
should not be made in the vicinity of the 
vehicle. It should be remembered that 
cash taken, either by donations or placed 
in the boxes, will be passed to the Groups 
concerned at monthly intervals. 

Secondly, a panel has been incorporated 
to take 12 Group photographs of local 
activities. These photographs should be 
mounted on a white stiff backing size 
IO in. by Io in., and if the actual photo- 
graphs are Io in. by 8 in. this will leave 
room for incorporating appropriate cap- 
tions. However, should Groups not possess 
sufficient photographs there is no need to 
worry as the vehicle is equipped with an 
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The Spastic Society’s 
ANNUAL EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING 


is taking place at 


MELDRETH TRAINING 
SCHOOL, 
nr. Cambridge 


on 


SATURDAY, MAY 20 


THE THEME: 


What more can local Groups do for 
parents of spastics? 


SPEAKERS: 


Mr. Alec Dickson (Founder of 
Community Service Volunteers) on 
YOUTH and LOCAL GROUPS. 
Miss Morgan, M.B.E. (Social Work 
and Employment Secretary) on 
FAMILY HELP 
and 

Mr. James Loring (Deputy Direc- 
tor) on LOOKING AHEAD. 


nn 


e of starting its tour. And there were many 
r. Peter Jordan is here see (left centre) 
ight), who is in charge of the vehicle, and 
iment (right centre) 


M.E.V. Itineraries West Midlands Regional 


NORTHERN CIRCUIT 


Conference 


Date Location ’ ‘Aland : l 
alternative set featuring the work of local MAY THIS YEAR’S West Midlan ¥ Regiona 
. : Ist-4th Geantham Conference has as its theme “The Pre- 
Groups in general. Groups can also assist s ld’ liti ; 
the joint enterprise by arranging to show Market Place School Age Child’. Persona ities taking 
aM : ; 6th-9th Nottingham part, include Mr. Loring, Deputy Direc- 
slides on the local cinema screen telling eiStadium.Car Park : ° 
. - os ree : tor, The Spastics Society; Dr. Foley, 
the audience of the visit of the exhibition. 10th Newick PhosiciancncCh h Walk S 
as Tolney Lane Car Park *hysician-in-Charge, Cheyne Walk Spas- 
Again from the publicity angle, although 4 y¢h-12th Newark tics Centre; Mrs. Milnes, Hon. Secretary, 
the initial approach to the Press is made Market Square Manchester and District Spastics Society, 
from Park Crescent any additional pub-  13th-16th Spalding Mr. Rabinowitz, Principal of the Kather- 


licity that Group members can bring 


New Road, near 
Market Place 


ine Elliot School, Shrewsbury, and Miss 


about by their local contacts will prove 4g+h-22nd Skegness Markham, Organising Officer, Birming- 
invaluable. The work of our exhibition Central Car Park ham Young Volunteers Trust. 

staff would also be helped immensely if 24th-26th Boston p An afternoon question panel will in- 
Group secretaries could provide our 26th-28th ag BG clude Miss Booth and Mr. Mahoney of 
representatives with a note giving factual Traction Engine Rally The Spastics Society. 

information on the Group, including  31st-2nd June Pontefract The venue is the Birmingham Corpora- 


special points that the Group is anxious 
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Buttercross Car Park 


tion’s Welfare Centre at 14 Skipton Road, 


to put over to the Press and the public ache osh Spiess Heke ads Edgbaston, Birmingham, 16. A créche for 

at that particular time. This can be fed MAY children both normal and spastic will be 

into the Regional organisation before the 4nq-3rq Lewisham provided under the supervision of a nurse, 

event or to the exhibition staff when they Forecourt, Lewisham by arrangement with the Red Cross. 

arrive. Town Hall If you would like to attend on Satur- 
: f 5th-7th Bromley d d 6 1 

We hope that Groups will be satisfied Victory Motor Co. Ltd. | 44Y» 3rd June, 1967, please contact the 
with the coverage provided, the pro- Masows Hill, Bromley | Regional Officer, Mr. I. C. R. Archibald, 
eramme for which was supplied by 8th-10th Wembley at Vehicle & General House, Hurst 
om > 12th-13th North Cheam Street, Birmingham 5, telephone 6 6 
Regional Officers, based on Groups’ re- Forecourt Granada Se BANS 7 LLCPUONE 043 3367s 
quests. @itince who will be pleased to provide further 

: 15th-22nd Weston-Super-Mare details. 

F inally, let us now resolve Nisha Beach Lawns Why not come along to see the interest- 
together to make the 1967 exhibition 4¢h.27th Exeter ing films and meet the many Group Mem- 
season one that we shall remember with Paris Street heres wh. ki 4 P 

affection as an example of what can be 29th-3rd June Plymouth who are working for the welfare 
achieved by co-operation, goodwill Derry’s Cross of spastics in the Region? 
oR y Pera OUs >‘ 5th-10th Newquay 
patience and understanding by all con- Crantock Street Car 
nected with this enterprise. Park PRIORI AD WPI RO ORD DEO RO TTA MORE P IORI POE 


a fibre-glass chair 


Lynne Wiggins is seen here in a fibre glass moulded 


Merjel chair made by L. ¥. M. Reinforced Plastics of . 


39 High Street, Crawley, Sussex. It costs £29 with 
feeding tray and can be made in various colours. The 


back support is adjustable giving a variable rake to 
the seat. 


L. ¥. M. Reinforced Plastics have also produced a 
bigger chair for £35 and a baby chair is being de- 
veloped and will shortly be on the market at £6. 


Editor’s Note. We apologise for showing a photo- 
graph, last month, of the Fosrite non-adjustable 
fibre glass chair in place of the above photo- 
graph. Particulars of the Fosrite chair can be 


obtained from the Appliance Officer, 12 Park 
Crescent, W.1. 


for riding in a bus 


Another adaption to the Star Rider (Alias Feenay 
Car Seat), this time to carry a child on the bench side 
seat of a small bus. This photograph was sent from Mrs. 
Herbert, Teacher in Charge of The Spastics Day Unit, 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Isle of Wight, who writes: 

‘The car seat eventually arrived safely and we find 
it (with the adaption of a foot rest which our van 
driver designed and made to fit it) a perfect 
solution to this transport problem’. 


The Star Rider is produced by Cleaver-Hume Inter- 
national Ltd., and a reduction in price can be obtained 
through this office. 


Compiled by 
by | 
N. D. B. ELWES 
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an effective aid to walking 


Francis Collingwood of the Maidstone Day Centre demonstrates the walking aid device 
that the physiotherapist there, Miss B. M. Payne, M.C.S.P., invented. She writes: 
‘With handlebar attachments, can be used in preparation for walking with a 
plough or rollator walking aid. With forearm supports, is useful for early weight 
bearing where little or no positive grip or positive supporting extension of the 
elbow is present. 
With both adaptions a sustained grip or supporting position is maintained, tilting, 
guiding difficulties, and excessive speeds are eliminated. 
We have been using these supports at the Maidstone Centre for the past few 
months and found them highly successful. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. Stanley Buss, and his colleagues at Rootes Ltd., who 
were patient enough to listen to our problem and able to translate some rather 
vague hand signals “in the air” to produce a practical piece of apparatus’. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


THAT the Public Service Vehicles (Travel Concessions) Act 1955, and Travel Con- 
cessions Act 1964, allows Local Authorities who run their own public transport to 
grant to handicapped people, who have serious difficulty in walking, special terms? 
A bill is before Parliament at the moment to enable private Company Operators to 
grant similar concessions. 


THAT Brighton, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, Luton, Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Worthing and Southend, will allow parking meter concessions to handicapped drivers 
- who display a yellow badge on their vehicles entitling them to parking meter exemp- 
tion in another area? 


THAT a ground floor bathroom and other facilities built on to a house for the use of 
a handicapped person is exempt from the rates? 
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Are You Short P 
‘We have been receiving 9/- short on 
National Assistance — because we were 
unaware that after two years it is in- 
creased by 9/-. Other parents may find 
the same mistake | know, so this is a 
warning to them.’ 

‘Frustrated Father’ 
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SECURITY 


INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
about 
SUPPLEMENTARY ALLOWANCES 
for HANDICAPPED PEOPLE 


If you have a son or daughter over the 
age of 16 who because of either mental 
or physical handicap is unable to under- 
take full-time employment, or who has 
difficulty in finding suitable employment 
he (or she) may be entitled to a supple- 
mentary allowance from the Ministry of 
Social Security. If your child is not yet 
16, a supplementary allowance may be 
claimed when the sixteenth birthday is 
reached. 


How to claim 

All you have to do is to fill in his (or 
her) name and address on the claim form 
—S1—available at any Post Office, get 
him to sign it (or sign it on his behalf) 
and send it in. The form requires no 
stamp and is addressed to the Manager 
of the Ministry’s local office. 


How the claim will be dealt with 

The Manager will arrange for a repre- 
sentative to call and discuss the claim in 
the privacy of your home. Any informa- 
tion given in support of the claim will 
be treated in strict confidence and no 
enquiries are made about the parents’ 
(or any other relatives’) income. Allow- 
ances are usually paid by means of a book 
of orders which can be cashed at the Post 
Office of your choice in much the same 
way as family allowance. 


If you would like more information 

Full details about supplementary 
allowances are given in the guide 
attached to the claim form S1. If you 
are uncertain whether or not to claim on 
behalf of your son or daughter, the 
Manager of the local office of the Minis- 
try will be glad to give you further in- 
formation. 
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Fantastic Success of Record 


Gene Pitney 


Geno Washington in white suit and gold shoes with the 
Ramjam Band were the sensation of the Show 
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Star Show at Wembley 


\ 


7 Paul Jones 


The divine Julie Felix made no protest about giving her services free for the cause of spastics. 
The S.0.S. are most grateful to all the artists who performed 


THE TWELFTH ANNUAL RECORD STAR SHOW 
took place on Sunday, 16th April, at the 
Empire Pool, Wembley. The Show was 
organised by David Jacobs and produced 
by Donald MacLean and the fabulous 
pop cast was headed by Gene Pitney who 
flew in from New York especially for the 
occasion. Geno Washington and _ the 
Ramjam Band left an all night session in 
Sheffield to get to Wembley on time 
whilst David and Jonathan caught the 
overnight train from Darlington. ‘The 
Tremeloes flew down from Scotland and 
the Troggs flew in from Paris. 

_ Other pop groups taking part were 
Cliff Bennett and The Rebel Rousers, 
Dave Berry and The Cruisers, The 
Cream, Chris Farlowe and The Thunder- 
birds, Freddie and The Dreamers, Paul 
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Jones, The Kinks, The Move, The New 
Vaudeville Band, The Alan Price Set, 
and the glamour was provided by Lulu, 
looking very ‘with-it’ in a dazling white 
trouser suit, and the lovely Julie Felix. 
The artists were introduced by, Simon 
Dee, Alan Freeman, David Jacobs, Don 
Moss and Peter Murray, and greeted by 
enthusiastic audiences at both houses so 
much so that at times it seemed as if 
the roof would cave in from the vibration 
of the screams, and the floor collapse from 
the stamping of feet. 

Once again the buskers were led by 
Leslie Crowther and Ken Colyer’s Band 
with Diane Hart, Jimmy Edwards, Ron 
Goodwin, John Horsley, Jack Howarth, 
George Moon and Pierre Picton assisting 
and collecting pennies, and their efforts 


raised the magnificent sum of £73. 

The pirate sellers were again out in 
full force and the members of the S.O.S. 
turned out in strength with their friends 
to counteract their selling. There were 
over I00 programme sellers for each 
house and they included S.O.S. members, 
Jean Aubrey, Jean Crowther, Peggy Cum- 
mins, Patricia Driscoll, Maudie Edwards, 
Hy Hazell, Brenda Houston, Betty 
Howarth, Joanne Moon, Mollie Peters, 
Margaretta Scott, Sheila Stapleton, Sylvia 
Syms, Stephanie Voss, Rex Garner, 
Donald Houston, David Kossoff and Glyn 
Owen who were organised by Derrick de 
Marney and Clifford Jeapes. 

The Show was televised by the B.B.C. 
and went out on Monday, 24th April, at 
6.17 p.m. 
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Ring out Prested Hall, Ring in Drummonds 


The Society’s leasehold on Prested Hall expires next year, but already work has 
started on a new centre to replace it. The main unit of the new building will include a 
workshop, bedrooms, lounges and consulting-rooms and offices. Plans and a model 


were on show during Daffodil Week. 


It is thought that there may be a number of old coins buried in the grounds, and 


an exploratory dig of a section will be made. 


Here is a description of ‘turning the first spit? of Drummonds, by Ernest Barnes 


and Judith Warren. 


THE GLEAMING BLADE of the bright new 
spade reflected the rays of the March sun 
as the Vicar of Feering, the Rev. J. 
Aubrey Moody, drove it into the soil of 
Drummonds, and in this simple but 
moving act he started the labour pains 
of this old and historic house, which was 
to give birth in the short space of some 
fourteen or fifteen months to a new 
Spastics’ Centre. 

The ceremony, which could not have 
been more simple, was attended by Mr. 
and Mrs. R. D. Smith, the joint Wardens 
of Prested Hall, Miss Mary Ruck, the 
Chairman of the Prested Hall Manage- 
ment Committee, who despite advancing 
years, is as sprightly now as when I first 
met her almost thirteen years ago, and 
whose wisdom has steered us through 
many storms; the architect, Mr. John 
Penton, of Messrs. Dennis Pugh and 
Associates, and Mr. Richard Gray, the 
Society’s architectural adviser, Mrs. E. 
Sherwood, the owner of Prested Hall, 
together with the ‘Old Sweats’ from 
Prested and the Grange, while I was 
there as the first of those who went to 


Prested when the Society took over the 
Hall. 


In his speech Mr. Moody gave us a 
short history of the old house, which used 
to be the Vicarage of Feering. Just over 
nine hundred years ago this land belonged 
to Edward the Confessor, and the Vicar 
eignt hundred years ago was the brother 
of Adrian IV, the only English Pope, only 
to be dispossessed by the Bishop of Lon- 
don in person. John Constable, the great 
landscape artist, stayed in the house at 
least four times in 1814, and he sketched 
the Church from the spot where the 
ceremony was taking place. 


At the conclusion of the Vicar’s speech 
the great tenor bell, which had probably 
rung to celebrate the victory of Henry V 
at Agincourt, and also to celebrate every 
great English victory since then, boomed 
out over the quiet village fifteen times, 
once for each year of the Society’s life, 
and as the last boom died away we turned 
and left the spot in the wake of our two 
Wardens, on whose shoulders the future 
of this Centre and of each one of us must 
indeed lie heavily. 


The new Centre, which is being built 


at the cost of some quarter of a million 
pounds, will be ultra-modern and some- 
what on the lines of its smaller satellite, 
Oakwood, with very large workshops and 
many amenities, and will house 51 adult 
spastics. As this Centre is in the middle 
of the village of Feering, it is hoped that 
the community will become an integral 
part of the life of the village, taking part 
in activities connected with the Church 
and Youth Club, etc. 


For many of us here at Prested, who 
have grown to love the old place, and 
who have for so long regarded it as home, 
the move will be made with naturally 
mixed feelings, but there is an old coun- 
try saying that if you move cows, pigs or 
horses to new premises, they will soon get 
used to them because they take their smell 
with them, and thus when we move to 
this luxurious new Centre we intend to 
try to contaminate it with the sweet scent 
of hard built-up institutions and activities 
while leaving, we hope, the bad smells 
behind us. And thus, in the short space 
of time, we hope to grow to love Drum- 
monds as much as we have loved Prested 
Hall. 


(Below) Residents of Prested Hall watch the 

Vicar of Feering, the Rev. J. Aubrey Moody, 

turning the first spit for Drummonds, in the 

presence of the Warden, Mr. R. D. Smith and 
his wife 
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Coombe Farm-ites Go to Knole House — 


I THINK J] HAD BETTER begin by explaining 
to the reader who isn’t acquainted with 
the Coombe Farm ‘Breaks’, what these 
mean. Each term we have a week’s rest 
in the middle when we do different 
activities; these we call ‘Breaks’ as they 
divide up the long periods between our 
two major holidays; Christmas and Sum- 
mer. 

Saturday, 18th March. The general 
atmosphere of Coombe Farm became 
quieter, forty-five residents dwindled to 
twelve. Life can go a little slower now, 
and the daily routine can slacken off. 
Getting up time was at 7.45 instead of 
the usual 7 o’clock. 

Monday morning, a last minute in- 
vitation to watch some plays, put all 
thoughts of painting out of my mind. 
The plays at Trinity School were very 
good, considering they were produced by 
the schoolchildren. After lunch on Mon- 
day, back at Coombe Farm, a party of 
staff and residents made a convoy up 
the drive to the gardens, which are just 
across the road. I went shopping with a 
house-dad while they were at the gardens. 

Tuesday morning: The staff almost 
fainted on our arrival at the London 
Planetarium. There were three flights of 


‘stairs, up which they had to carry ten 


wheelchairs. By the time the show began 
they had collapsed into their seats with 
exhaustion. Then, an hour later, after a 
journey through space, we started the 
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descent. This and a wander round Madame 
Tussauds was one of the organised trips. 
After a sandwich lunch, we invaded the 
world of wax statues. My pusher tried 
to make a live exhibit in the Chamber of 
Horrors, by offering to put me under the 
guillotine. He was most disappointed 
when I refused! 

Wednesday, and a cool wind blowing 
as we arrived at Knole Park, but the sun 
was trying to break through the clouds. 
The large fourteenth-century castle-likt 
building of Knole House, which is just 
outside Sevenoaks, loomed up in front 
of us. Unloading the coach, we saw that 
there wasn’t a soul to be seen, and that 
the thousand acres parkland was at our 
disposal. Herds of fallow and Japanese 
deer roamed the park, and, as we made a 
wheelchair convoy to explore, an old buck 
put his head round a tall beech tree and 
stared at us, as if to say, ‘What are those 
silly things doing playing “follow-me- 
leader” across my land’. 

After a picnic lunch we took a rather 
bumpy walk round the walls, which sur- 
round. the twenty-four acre gardens. I 
wished I had taken my sketching mater- 
ials, as there were many old and twisted 
trees, which made interesting shapes. By 
the time we reached the coach again, a 
cold wind was blowing, so we decided to 
return home. Supper that night tasted 
even better than ever after our day in 
the open air. 


amongst other things 


The outing for Thursday was in the 
evening, when we went to see the show, 
‘Way Out in Piccadilly starring Frankie 
Howerd and Cilla Black. This was a 
night of ‘living it up’, as after the very 
funny show, which we thoroughly en- 
joyed, we had a chicken supper at the 
Lyons Corner House. The chicken salad 
was delicious with thick buttered rolls, 
followed by ice-cream and coffee. It was 
11.30 before we got into bed that night. 


Next morning, Friday, some friends 
took Roy, another resident, and myself, 
out for the day. We went to Littlehamp- 
ton where we picked up Ann Pearce my 
fiancee from her home, and took her for 
a ride. Before returning to the Centre that 
evening, our friends took Roy and me to 
their home for tea. 


Easter Saturday we had a rest and I 
had a chance to catch up on some typing. 
That evening six of us went to Croy- 
don’s Fairfield Halls to hear a concert 
by the London Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Then on Easter Sunday, after going to 
church, Roy and I spent a pleasant day 
at our friend’s house. 

To finish the ‘Break’, we had a dinner 
with the staff on Easter Monday. 

It had been the best ‘Break’ I have 
spent at Coombe Farm and would like to 
thank the staff for making possible such 
a good time. 


Victor F. Hancox. 
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Sophie and 


meters came marching out... . 


Part 3. They Meet the Mini-Meters 


PETER METER had a very big family . . ., 
lots and lots and lots of brothers, he 
said. Sophie didn’t really believe him. 
Maybe one or two, or three or four, but 
not lots and lots and lots. 

‘Peter, I don’t have any brothers like 
you, but ssh, I have got a cousin, he’s 
secret’. 

‘A secret’? said Peter. 

‘Yes’, said Sophie, ‘he’s a secret agent, 
that’s why I couldn’t tell you about him 
before. His name is Kilroy. Oh Peter, he’s 
so funny, after having tea with us he 
doesn’t say goodbye, he just says, “Kilroy 
was here”, and with a flash and a crash 
he’s gone’. 

Peter didn’t really believe her, but 
Sarah did. 

Sarah thought Peter was wonderful. 
Peter thought Sarah was beautiful. And 
thinking like this about each other is the 
wonderful part of life. So after Sarah 
had whizzed Sophie and Peter way out 
into the green country to the place where 
Peter had been born, which was a large 
factory with a sign that said: ‘Makers of 
the mostest meters in the world’, they saw 
all of Peter’s young family. 


Peter strutted around looking very 
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Peter strutted around looking very proud as the little 


by Pierre Picton (Pierre the Clown) 


oo 


proud as the little meters came marching 
out of the meter-making place. 

‘Ooh! aren’t they sweet’! said Sophie. 
‘I’m very sorry I was rude, Peter. I didn’t 
believe you had such lots and lots of 
family. And I didn’t believe in Mini- 
Meters’. 

“That’s all right’, said Peter cheerfully. 
‘We’ve all got to grow up. That means 
we've all got to start somewhere. That 
means we have to be small before we are 
big. Excuse me, please. I’ve got to give 
them their lessons’. 

‘Can we help’? said-Sophie. 

‘Oh yes, please’! said Sarah. ‘We’d love 
to help you, Peter’. 

‘Very nice of you’, said Peter. ‘Very 
nice indeed. Yes, I can do with some help 
after I’ve got them ready for this lesson. 
You wait here’. 

He marched up to the rows of Mini- 
Meters. They all were tinkling and buzz- 
ing and clicking and turning their faces 
to yellow and red, then back to white 
and flicking their little needle-noses up 
and down. — 

“Cease”! said Peter Meter. ‘Stop this 
noise at once’! He was very stern and all 
the Mini-Meters stopped their noise and 


and Robert Martin 
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stared at him with shiny white faces. 
“That’s better’! said Peter. ‘Now... 
what is the first thing we do at the start 
of our day, and in the middle of the day, 
and last thing at night’? 
The Mini-Meters didn’t say a word. 


‘Hah’! said Peter. ‘We don’t know, do 
we’? He took a box full of little brushes. 
‘We clean our teeth, don’t we? That’s 
what we’ll do now. Clean our teeth, clean, 
clean, clean’! 

While the rows of Mini-Meters were 
cleaning their teeth, Peter came to Sophie 
and Sarah. 

“They’re very young and the traffic will 
frighten them, so will you zoom-zoom all 
around them, making a big noise and 
showing them what it will be like to have 
things whizzing past them all day’? 

‘With pleasure’, said Sophie. ‘Where do 
We go’? 

Peter led them to a large open space 
with a zebra crossing and traffic lights 
and white lines and yellow lines—just 
like a real road. 

‘This is Nobby White the Traffic Light. 
He helps too’, said Peter. 

‘So glad to meet you’, said Nobby 
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Mr. and Mrs. Beacon were the only married people they 
knew who always stay apart from each other.... 


White the Traffic Light, changing to 
bright green. ‘You can go past me now. 
Thank you for stopping when I was red’. 

They went on to Zoe, the Zebra Cross- 
ing. 

‘How are you, Zoe’? said Sophie. 

‘Fat’, said Zoe. ‘Very flat, dear, ’m 
happy to say, but I do get very bumpy 
and blotchy sometimes’. 

Mr. and Mrs. Belisha Beacon, in a 
lovely musical voice, sang: ‘We are happy, 
dear, to meet you, and very glad to greet 
you as you cross between our orange 
flashing light. And we are proud to see 
you stopped, and waited, then looked 
right, then left, then right’. 

‘They’re a happy couple’, said Peter. 
‘Flashing those lovely smiles all day. 
They’re the only married people I know 
who always stay apart from each other’. 

‘But they’ve got Zoe’, said Sophie. ‘She 
always runs between them, doesn’t she’? 
' Then Sarah was very naughty because 
she and Nobby White the Traffic Light 
played a little game with all the Mini- 
Meters waiting to line themselves up 
along the open space. Nobby kept him- 
self red so Sarah and Sophie went zoom- 
zoom back and forth across Zoe until 
Peter pressed the button and Nobby had 
to turn green. 

The Mini-Meters came hopping along 
for Peter to set them out along the sides 
of the space, one Mini-Meter to each set 
of white lines. 

Sophie said: ‘Shall we start to zoom- 
zoom now, Peter? It seems a shame to 
frighten them. They look so small and 
sweet’. 

‘Everyone small is sweet’, said Sarah. 
‘All we have to do is to show the Mini- 


SPASTICS NEWS, MAY 1967 


Meters that they are quite safe as long 
as they stay on the pavement’. 

*Yes’, said Peter, ‘that’s right. Stay on 
the pavement and don’t let the noise 
frighten them. Ready, Sophie’? 

Sophie said yes, she was ready, and 
off they went—zoom-zoom, roar-whizz, 
bang! Ooh, such a noise Sarah made! 

Poor little Mini-Meters! Some of them 
became quite dizzy as Sophie and Sarah 
whizzed past them and zipped back again 
to stop and make lots of noise. 

Peter kept dashing up and down the 
pavement soothing the Mini-Meters and 
telling them there was nothing to be 
frightened about so long as they didn’t 
jump into the road space. 

And Nobby White kept winking from 
green to amber, then to red. Then he 
flashed red and amber together before he 
changed to green, But Nobby kept his 
special magic eye on Peter so that he 
could cross over Zoe to help the Mini- 
Meters on the other side. 

It was very hard work, but at last all 
the Mini-Meters were happy, smiling and 
not frightened any more. 

‘Wonderful’! cried Peter Meter. ‘What 
would I have done without you’? 

‘What would any of us do without any- 
one’? said Nobby White. ‘That’s what I’d 
like to know’. 

And Sophie said: ‘Dear Nobby, how 
right he is. Can we come again and help 
you, Peter’? 

‘Of course you can’, said Zoe. 

‘Please do’, said Mr, and Mrs. Belisha 
Beacon. 

‘We all speak for each other’, said 
Peter, then added: ‘I think Gordon the 
Warden is getting worried about me. I’ll 


just put my mini-family to bed, then 
we'll all go hack home. That is, if you 
don’t mind taking me, Sarah’? 

‘Mind’? said Sarah, quivering her 
wheels. ‘I should be very upset if you 
didn’t let me take you’. 

‘So would I’, said Sophie. 

The next morning, Gordon the Warden 
came walking up the hill with a police- 
man. 

‘It had gone yesterday’, said Gordon as 
they stood staring at Peter. ‘Honest, it 
had’, 

‘Hah! Hah’! said the policeman. ‘Per- 
haps the fairies took it to use as a may- 
pole’! 

Their voices woke up Peter. His face at 
once turned red, hiding the merry gleam 
in his eyes. 

“That’s an idea’! he whispered to him- 
self. ‘Pll have to ask Sophie and Sarah 
about that. A maypole. H’m! I think ’d 
make a very nice maypole’. 


THE END 


**Shall we start to zoom-zoom now Peter?’’ 
asked Sarah, 


23 


This Letter Wins the Guinea! 


— it’s the last in this series, but please keep writing, 
there’s still 10/6 for each one sent in by spastics 


ALRIGHT IN THE HEAD? 


Dear Editor, 

Might I, through the medium of your 
magazine, tell Decan O’Keefe (A letter 
from  Ireland—April issue SPASTICS 
NEWS), how much I sympathise with him 
over the question of the attitude of nor- 
mal people towards spastics. I, along with 
many others, have been subjected to 
similar remarks as those cited by Decan 
in his letter, particularly remarks ques- 
tioning the level of my intelligence. 

I am now twenty-one, and eighteen 
months ago was accepted by Kent Univer- 
sity to read for a degree in History. This, 
it might well be thought, would herald 
the end of implications against my intel- 


A LEG UP FOR BEACONS 


Our picture shows 
two. young ladies, 
Sandra Gee and Anne 
Walker, who work in 
a Blackpool store and 
often help Beacon 
pushovers by selling 


display legs were 
given to our Mr. 
Hands of Blackpool 
by a Birmingham 
store. He informs us 
that he takes a leg 
to pubs on a Satur- 
day evening where 
the Beacon is drag- 
ging its ‘feet’ and 
invites customers to 
throw a coin in the 


is. changed into pen- 
nies and placed on 
the Beacon. The last 
job his young ladies 
do on a_ pushover 
night is to take a leg 
each and collect for 
the new Beacon. Total 
collected since last 
September is over 
£122 


raffle tickets, etc. The | 


leg top, the amount j 


ligence—but no such luck. 

Soon after being offered a place at 
University, the news of which was men- 
tioned in the local press, I was being 
pushed down the busy main street of St. 
Helier, by my aunt, when we were ac- 
costed by a lady, who, pointing to her 
forehead, asked if I was ‘alright in the 
head’. 

‘Of course’, said my aunt, indignantly, 
adding as if to prove the matter, ‘She’s 
going to University in September’. 

‘Ah well’, said the lady, sympathetic- 
ally, ‘theyll cure her there if they can’. 

Yours sincerely, ANN M. SMITH (Miss), 
6 Chevalier Road, St. Helier, Jersey, C.I. 


GWENDOLINE’S BRONZE 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing to tell you about my 
daughter Gwendoline who is a student 
at The Thomas Delarue School. She has 
just been awarded the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Bronze Award. Gwendoline is 16 years old 
this year. Such a lot of effort was put 
into this as you will realise and we are 
very proud of her for attaining this award. 
She has been greatly encouraged by the 
staff of Delarue. Last year she was 
awarded the ‘Constance Bacon Prize’ (for 
making a special contribution to the life 
of the school) which came as a great sur- 
prise to her. We particularly wanted 
Gwendoline to know how pleased we are 
in all her efforts. 

We are grateful too to the Society for 
all their help, particularly Miss Ballance 
and to all teachers and staff of both 
schools, Craig-y-Parc and Delarue, for — 
giving Gwendoline the confidence in her- 
self she now has. 

Yours sincerely, D. G. KELLY (Mrs.), 
27 Hawthorn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts. 


P.S.—Gwendoline hopes to start train- 
ing to take part in the ‘Stoke Mandeville’ 
sports shortly. 


P.P.S.—The Bronze Award was for the 
following:—Part I. Design for Living 
which included the subjects, Entertain- 
ment, Grooming and Poise. Part II. 
Interests. Music—General which was pur- 
sued for six months. It included learning — 
six pieces of music on the piano and she 
has very limited movement of her left — 


| hand. Part III. Adventure, Exploring, 
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Gwendoline Kelly who has done so well at 
Delarue School (see letter: Gwendoline’s 
Bronze) 


which entailed a trip to the Pantiles, Tun- 
bridge Wells, and making a Historical File 
of this. Part IV. Service, which included 
First Aid training by the Red Cross—all 
of these things she had to pass. She was 
awarded her Certificate and Badge which 
were presented to her on the 28th Feb- 
ruary by her headmaster, Mr. Tudor. 


PARENTS MEET PAEDIATRICIAN 


Dear Editor, 

I wonder whether readers of SPASTICS 
NEws would be interested to hear of a 
recent event at Craig-y-Parc? 

Whilst quite a few parents meet the 
school consultants to talk over problems 
for their individual children, many of 
them do welcome an opportunity to have 
a lecture from the School Paediatrician on 
current aspects and developments in the 
treatment of cerebral palsy. 

In view of this I asked our Paedia- 
trician, Dr. O. P. Gray, Consultant 
Paediatrician, Premature Baby Unit, 
Glossop Terrace, to meet a large gather- 
ing of parents and members of their fami- 
lies at the school when they came to 
take their children home for the Easter 
holiday on the 22nd March. . 

_ This proved to be a most successful 
occasion. Dr. Gray gave a most informa- 
tive lecture which gave parents the full 
picture without alarming them over the 
‘prognosis of their children. Parents ob- 
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viously took advantage of the situation to 
ask Dr. Gray searching questions about 
the causes and development of the dis- 
ability and developments to be expected. 

By the most curious of coincidences Dr. 
Gray had featured on a television pro- 
gramme during the same week based on 
the Premature Baby Unit which he runs 
at Glossop Terrace in Cardiff. 

I am very much of the opinion that 
parents must become part of the school 
team over their chil- 
dren’s problems and 
we do try to arrange 
for parents to stay at 
the school in order 
to meet the staff and 
learn more about 
the treatment and 
education given to 
their children. 

We are certainly 
intending to ask Dr. 
Gray to give a further 
lecture at intervals 
in the years to come & 
so that other aspects DR. O. P. GRAY 
not dealt with can also be covered as 
needed. 

Yours sincerely, C. M. KEARSLAKE 
(Mrs.), Headmistress, Craig-y-Parc School, 
Cardiff. 


HAPPY AS SHE IS 
Dear Editor, 
I recently spent a holiday on the peace- 
ful Mediterranean island of Gozo, whose 
inhabitants, a simple pastoral people, have 


not yet caught up with the rat-race of 
modern life. - 

In the village where I was staying, 
there was a spastic girl of about 20, not 
badly handicapped, and very pretty, with 
a heavy knot of dark hair, and flashing 
gold earrings. She always looked happy 
and her parents were quite well off by 
local standards. They lived in a comfort- 
able house and owned a large flock of 
sheep and goats, which ‘the girl took into 
the field each day. 

An English lady visiting the island was 
heard to say:—I wish I could take her 
back to London and do something for 
her’. But the girl was happy in the 
beautiful sunshine and fresh air, doing 
the same kind of job as her girl friends 
who were not spastic. To have uprooted 
her from all this would probably have 
made her thoroughly miserable. 

Yours sincerely, ELIZABETH MILLER 
(Mrs.), London, N.W.1. 


KENDAL BRANCH 
Dear Editor, 

At our recent Committee Meeting it 
was announced that the final figure for 
the proceeds of the Autumn Fayre which 
was organised by the committee and 
friends at Kendal Town Hall last Novem- 
ber, was £358. This splendid result was 
due in no small measure to the support 
given to the project by the many helpers 
who donated prizes, manned stalls and 
gave generously when purchasing goods 
offered for sale. 

(Continued overleaf ) 


BILLIARDS AND SNOOKER @@e@ 


Ist Coppull Workmen’s, Park Road, Coppull, Chorley, Lancs. #. Rea and #. Spencer 


2nd Irish National Club, Earlstown, Newton le Willows 
3rd_ Little Lever Cons., Little Lever, nr. Bolton 
4th West Didsbury Cons., West Didsbury, Manchester 


7. Gardner and F. Rea 
F. Gardner and F. Rea 
F. Gardner and 7. Rea 


8th Michael Davitt Social Club, Leeds Road, Bradford 7. Rea 
9th Ex-Service Club, Station Road, Wallsend, Newcastle-upon-Tyne F. Rea 
10th Tynemouth Social Club, Front Street, Tynemouth, Northumberland F. Rea 
11th King Cross Liberal, Haugh Shaw Road, King Cross, Halifax J. Rea 
12th High Crompton Cons., Salisbury Street, Shaw, Oldham F. Rea 
12th B.O.A.C. Social Club, London Airport ¥. Gardner and H. Holt 
15th Llwynpia Workmen’s, Partridge Road, Llwynpia, Rhondda F. Rea 
16th Jubilee Club, New Road, Porthcawl, Glam. F. Rea 
17th Ton & Pentre Cons., Ystrad Road, Pentre, Rhondda F. Rea 
18th Catholic Club, Briton Ferry Road, Neath, Glam. F. Rea 
18th Great Rocks Club, Peak Dale, nr. Buston, Derbys. F. Spencer 
18th Pontyclun Workmen’s, Castan Road, Pontyclun, Glam. K. Kennerley 
19th Abertysswg Workmen’s, Walter Street, Abertysswg, Rhymney, Mon. F. Rea 


19th Jubilee Club, John Street, Carmarthen 


K. Kennerley 


22nd Bold Street Workmen’s, 80 Bold Street, Accrington, Lancs. F. Rea 
23rd_ Birstall Cons., Low Lane, Birstall, nr. Leeds F. Rea 
24th Electrosports Clubs, South Street, St. Neots, Hunts. 7. Gardner and K. Kennerley 
24th National Reserve Club, 37 Grange Road, Middlesbrough F. Rea 
25th Ex-Service Club, Siddal Lane, Siddal, Halifax F. Rea 
30th North Leeds Workmen’s, 101 Lincoln Green Road, Leeds F. Rea 
31st British Legion Club, 47 Bierley Lane, Bradford ¥. Rea 
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Letters (contd) 


In particular, mention must be made 
of the work done by Mrs. Coward who, 
as on previous occasions, organised the 
event and co-ordinated the various activi- 
ties. 

We thought your readers might be in- 
terested to hear of this result and to know 
that even a relatively small branch can 
achieve a worthwhile result with an event 
of this nature. 

Yours faithfully, MAJORIE E, SHEPPARD 
(Secretary, Kendal Branch), Cumberland, 
Westmorland & Furness Spastics Society. 


ANDVILLE PRINTERS 


ALL KINDS OF PRINTING 
AT REASONABLE CHARGES 


Dance Tickets, Visiting Cards, 
Invitation Cards, Headed Paper 


Duplicating: 
Letters, etc., and all types of 


Stationery. 
Price list on request. 


Apply to: 


A. MILLMAN, 

33 Gerrish Avenue, 
Downend, 

Bristol. 


A HAPPY OCCASION: Miss Shirley Bastin recently was wed to Douglas Davis at Cockett 
Church, Swansea, by the Rey. Fred Secombe (Harry’s brother). Shirley is a nursery nurse at the 
Longfields Centre and edits their magazine. Her beautiful wedding dress was made by the 


Matron, Mrs. G. M. Watts. 


Douglas works in Swansea workshops for the blind 


Jim Appreciated the Music 


Dear Editor, 

I was recently invited to attend the 
spring course on Music Appreciation by 
The Essex Association for the Physically 
Handicapped, which was held at The 
Institute of Agriculture at Writtle, nr. 
Chelmsford. It was a wonderful experi- 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


for SpAsTIcs NEws, the official monthly journal of The Spastics Society covering 
every aspect of its work and its Affiliated Societies. 


Please send me SpastTics NEwS every month until further notice at the annual 
subscription rate of 11s., including postage, starting with the..................... issue. 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order herewith. 


NAME: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ADDRESS: 
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


CuT OUT and send to: 


THE EpiTor, SPAstics News, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1 
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ence, we had lectures every day and 
during the course we visited the Conway 
Hall in Bloomsbury for a chamber music 
concert, also The Festival Hall for a 
symphony concert, and another day visited 
a musical instrument factory. This I 
found most interesting, since I have always 
been mechanically minded, unfortunately, 
I was the only pupil in the class unable 
to play an instrument, nevertheless I en- 
joyed it all as much as anybody. The 
organising of the course was wonderful, 
everything being worked out to the finest 
detail and everything was done for our 
comfort. 

We finished with an Old Tyme Music 
Hall, the evening before we left, after a 
most enjoyable course of which I loved — 
every minute. 

Yours sincerely, JIM DENNETT, Wakes 
Hall, nr. Colchester, Essex. 


PEN PAL 
Dear Editor, 


My age is 23 and I would like a male 
penfriend aged between 24 and 28. My 
interests are, records and reading modern 
novels. I work in a sheltered workshop. I 
am able to walk around without any 
support. 

Incidentally my. penfriend need not 
necessarily be disabled. 

Yours sincerely HEATHER CLARKE (Miss), 
Redhill Cottage, Woodlarks, Farnham, 
Surrey. . 
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SCHOOLS AND CENTRES ADDRESSES 


Schools 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 
Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 
Headmistress: Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 

- Starvecrow, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 4584. Kent. 
Headmaster: Mr. G. D. C, Tudor, M.A. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 
Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 2294. 
Headmistress: Miss E. M. Varty. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 
Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Wasdale 202. 

_ Headmaster: Mr. John Nelson. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, Nr. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. Stamford. 
Headmaster: Mr, R. A. Pedder, J.P. 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL 
Meldreth, Nr. Royston, Herts. 
Telephone: Melbourn 771. 
Principal: Mr. G. H,. Crabb. 


Assessment Centre 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 
Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 
Principal: Mr. J. D. Johnson. 


Adult Centres 


AGRICULTURAL WORK CENTRE 
Thorngrove House, Gillingham, Dorset. 
Telephone: Gillingham 641. 

Warden: Mr. A. G. King. 


WAKES HALL (S.O:S.) 
Wakes Colne, Nr. Colchester, Essex. 
Telephone: Earls Colne 476. 
Warden: Mr. E. L. Chapleo. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 
Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 
Acting Warden: Mr. R. D. Smith. 


COOMBE FARM 
Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 

- Telephone: Croydon 01-654 2310. 
Warden: Mr. E. Udall, M.A. 


PONDS HOME 
Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
Telephone: Jordans 2398/9. 
Warden: Mrs, C. Brown. 


BUXTON CENTRE: ‘THE BEDFORD’ 
St. John’s Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: Buxton 3541. 

Warden: Mr, D. H. Simpson. 


JACQUES HALL CENTRE 
Bradfield, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 
Telephone: WIX 311. 

Warden: Mr. V. P. Devonport. 


DARESBURY HALL 
Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 
Warden: Mr. F. W. Bellman. 


KYRE PARK HOUSE 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 
Telephone: Kyre 282. 
Warden: Mr, W. R. Barley, R.D. 


_ SPASTICS NEWS, MAY 1967 


Further Education Centres 


DENE PARK 
Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Telephone: Tonbridge 5101/2. 
Principal: Mr. P, K. Mayhew, M.A. 


OAKWOOD CENTRE 
High Street, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 208. 
Acting Warden: Mr, R. D. Smith. 
Tutor/Organiser: Mr. E. E. Doherty, 
B.A., B.Mus. 


Holiday Hotels 


ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 
23 The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 49351. 
Manageress: Miss E. Fifield. 


THE BEDFONT HOLIDAY HOTEL 
Marine Parade West, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Telephone: Clacton 25230. 
Warden: Mrs. J. P. R. Molyneaux. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR 
SPASTIC CHILDREN 
Colwall Court, Bexhill. 
Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 
Manager: Mr, G. H. Marsh. 


Family Help Unit 


THE MOUNT 
Elm Bank, Nottingham. 
Telephone: Nottingham 66271-2. 
Warden: Mr. P, E. Habieb. 


SOUTHFIELD 
290 Wilbraham Road, Manchester, 16. 
Telephone: Manchester-Chorlton 2348. 
Warden: Mr. J. B. Arnold. 


Staff Training Centre 


CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE 
Thames Street, Wallingford, Berks. 
Telephone: Wallingford 2551. 
Principal and Director of Studies: 
Mrs, J. W. Knowles, B.A. 


Industrial Centres 


CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING CENTRE 
Western Avenue, Off Saughall Road, 
Blacon, Cheshire. 

Telephone: Chester 26987. 


Stockport Branch 
Granville House, Parsonage Road, Heaton 
Moor, Stockport. 
Telephone: Heaton Moor 8776. 
Principal: Mrs, V. S. Parker. 


BIRMINGHAM HOSTEL AND 
SHELTERED WORKSHOP 
Broadstones, Broadstone Road, Yardley, 
Birmingham 26. 
Telephone: Stechford 6532. 
General Manager: Mr. R. G. Miller, M.A. 
Hostel Manager: Mr. S. H. Lawton. 


Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane, 
Birmingham 33. 

Telephone: Stechford 6081. 

General Manager: Mr. R. G. Miller, M.A. 
Works Manager: Mr. H. Cragg. 


SHERRARDS 
Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn Garden 22125, 
Principal: Mr. V. King, M.I.Prod.E., 
M.I.Wks.M. 


Schools Affiliated to 


The Spastics Society 


BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL 
43 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Birkenhead. 
Telephone: Claughton 2583. 
Headmistress: Miss B, Kennedy. 


BIRTENSHAW HALL SCHOOL 
Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, Bolton. 
Telephone: Eagley 230. 

Headmaster: Mr. D. A, Hiles. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 
Ivybridge, Devon. 
Telephone Ivybridge 461. 
Headmistress: Miss B, G. Sutcliffe. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL & CENTRE 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 12. 
Telephone: Newcastle 66-5491/2. 

General Secretary: Mr, G. H. Crowther, 
Headmaster: Mr, D. D. Johnston, 
M.A., M.Ed. 


ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
Coombe Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Croydon 1434. 
Headmistress: Miss M. A, Budd. 


Hostels 


BRISTOL HOSTEL 
Elphick House, 180 Ashley Down Road, 
Horfield, Bristol 7. 
Telephone: Bristol 46573. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, C. A. Barling. 


CHESTER HOSTEL 
5 Newton Lane, Hoole, Chester, 
Telephone: Chester 21730. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. D, L. Pealing. 


EASTCOTE HOSTEL 
8 Sunningdale Avenue, Eastcote, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. 
Telephone: Pinner 1166. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. M. E. Scott. 


NORWICH HOSTEL 
403 Unthank Road, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Telephone: Norwich 52649. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, E. Fidman. 


PENARTH HOSTEL 
Mena House, 78 Victoria Road, Penarth, 
Glam. — 
Telephone: Penarth 57693. 
Manager and Manageress: Mr, and Mrs. 
R. A, Martin. 


THORNTON HEATH HOSTEL 
215 Melfort Road, Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 
Telephone: Thornton Heath 9155. 
Housekeeper: Mrs, A. Harrington. 


WOODFORD HOSTELS 

24 Glengall Road, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Buckhurst 1151. 

Housekeeper: Miss E, A. Taylor. 

6 Snakes Lane, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Ivanhoe 0406. 

Housekeeper: Mrs. B. Landall-Smith. 
(Continued overleaf) 
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Hostels (cont’d) 


SWANSEA HOSTEL 
Ynyswern, 94 Newton Road, 
Swansea. 

Manager and Manageress: Mr. and Mrs. 
C. I. Morgan. 

HALIFAX HOSTEL 
Heathbank, Linden Road, Halifax. 
Telephone: Halifax 54632. 

Manager and Manageress: Mr. and Mrs. 
J. Austin. 

SOUTHAMPTON HOSTEL 
Merlyn House, West End Road, West End, 
Southampton. 

Telephone: Southampton 3166. 
Manager and Manageress: Mr. and Mrs. 
G. McKellan. 


Mumbles, 


the lighter side of the 

Oxford Conference 
(cont‘d) 

an English Eliza Doolittle present had a 

half London half Cornish accent—It is 

the way you say broom’, she declared. 

The micro-biologist appeared unan- 
nounced and was mildly surprised to find 
his study occupied by three typewriters 
and much carbon paper. He was momen- 
tarily distressed to find that his bed had 
been replaced by a duplicating machine, 
but was swiftly reasurred by the mini- 
skirted office staff and I believe stayed 
to make them some coffee. 

Sunday, according to the programme, 
was a day of Sex, Stress and The Spas- 
tics Society, here I hasten to add that 
they formed three separate sessions inter- 
spersed with a tour of the Oxford Col- 
leges. Anybody who was privileged to be 
present at the former will long remember 
the heartening paper given by a severely 
handicapped spastic describing his mar- 
riage to an extremely attractive young 
arthritic, indeed we were all delighted 
to have them with us on this occasion. 

The younger people present were en- 
tranced by an all too brief visit of a very 
handsome young man, a spastic himself, 
who hopes to become a student at Ox- 
ford. Although elusive, his parents need 
have had no fears since after much 
searching he was finally discovered in 
excellent hands in the Buttery! 

The final Seminar Dinner will long 
remain in the memory of all those who 
attended it, for the speeches, in particular 
those of the Minister of State for Edu- 
cation, the Master of the College, and 
‘The Paediatrician’ whom -someone later 
described as ‘A foreign lady with false 
eyebrows’... . 

The lights round the College Quads 
burned late that night, and listening very 
carefully one could make out the strains 
of ‘Penny Lane’ from a distant tape re- 
corder. 

Tuesday morning was damp, taxis 
arrived to collect, the van came and was 
silently loaded with equipment; and the 
toys were packed too... . 
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DOLLS OF ALL NATIONS are being dressed by Mrs. Lilian Robinson of Warminster, for 


raffling or sale in aid of disabled or under privileged children. She gave Bath and District 
Society six. She receives donations to buy the dolls and materials, and with her friend, Mrs. 
Kay Edwards, can do Welsh, Scots, Norwegian, Spanish and many other designs 


CRICKET TEAM 
HELPS NOTTINGHAM 
‘FRIENDS OF SPASTICS’ 


IN NOVEMBER of last year a cheque for 
500 guineas was presented to the Notting- 
ham and District ‘Friends of Spastics’ 
Group at a dinner dance held at the Vic- 
toria Hotel, Nottingham, by Roths 
Amateur Cricket Team. Brian Close, 
captain of England, was one of the guests 
on this occasion. 

This most acceptable gift has encour- 
aged the Group to purchase a second 
holiday bungalow at Chapel St. Leonards, 
Lincs., which will be ready for occupa- 
tion at the end of April. 

In the Autumn of this year the Roths 
Amateur Cricket Team hope to hand 
over a further cheque for I,000 guineas 
for the benefit of Nottingham Spastics. 


Incidentally, Mr. H. E. Wolff, Chair- 
man of the Nottingham and_ District 
‘Friends of Spastics’ Group, had occasion 
to write to the local Press in order to 
refute a rumour that, The Mount, the 
first Family Help Unit in the country, 
was in danger of closing. So far is this 
from being the case, that in fact they are 
planning an extension to increase facili- 
ties for adolescent and adult spastics for 
whom, at the moment, there is no pro- 
vision. Some local authorities do not give 
financial help, but these generous dona- 
tions from the cricketers will help. 


Employment 
News 


The following news has been received 
recently :— 
ANTHONY BEVAN from Carshalton is 
working as an Assistant Houseparent at 
Coombe Farm. 


MICHAEL GARRETT from Windsor, — 


who trained at Sherrards, is working 
locally as a Taylor Hobson engraver for 
Universal Metal Finishers Ltd. 
JANETTE POTTER from Diss is now 
working locally. 

SHIRLEY WALKER from Beeston, is 
working as a trainee cutter for a local 
firm. 

STELLA WORSH from Sale Moor is 
employed locally by a firm of machine 
tool engineers. 


THE SOUTH EAST SURREY 
SPASTICS GROUP 


invite applications for the appoint- 
ment of 


FULL-TIME CENTRE 
SUPERVISOR 


at their Centre at 171-3 Frenches 


Road, Redhill. The appointment 
is likely to be effective from Ist 
August, 1967, and interviews will 
be held in June or July. 

Further details may be obtained 
from the Group Secretary, Mrs. 
Waters, 141 Carlton Road, Reigate 
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An Important 
New Book 


Practical 
Training for 
the Severely 
Handicapped 
Child as 


by 

Milan Morgenstern 
Helen Low-Beer 
Franz Morgenstern 


Foreword by 


Prof. Jack Tizard 


Published by 

THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
& WILLIAM HEINEMANN 
MEDICAL BOOKS LTD 


Iustrated 134 pages 


Announcing a New Service for Readers of Spastics News 


A YEAR'S ISSUES OF 
“SPASTICS NEWS’ BOUND IN 
ONE HANDSOME VOLUME 


This specially designed binder, strongly made with stiff 

corners and attractively } bound in maroon Leathercloth 

and black Milskin, will hold each month’s issue firmly and 
effectively until complete. 


No mislaid copies! No trouble to pre ehieinreenienn 
assemble! Just insert your new issue 
with the special EASIBINDER 
device, and at the end of the year 
you have a handsome volume for 
your bookshelf. The title is Gold 
Blocked on the spine, and there is 
a space for the year’s date as well. 


& 
. 


Fill in the order form below —enclosing your 
Postal Order/Cheque with order — PLEASE. 


ORDER FORM 
for ‘SPASTICS NEWS’ EASIBINDER 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| eee eee ee ee ee 
| Please send me an EASIBINDER at 12s. 6d. including 
| postage. 

| 

HeeerINL AM Ege tee ents et See eee. Ace) sul eie stake tiene Soe | 
| 

Via AND DI ASS « ag’ V6 rh a oe ee ac aa ) 
| 


| 
er isenciose LostamondenGheque fore s.-2 ee ea ee = oe l 
| crossed and made payable to The Spastics Society, 12 Park | 
{| Crescent, W.1I. 
| | 
| | 
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